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Youth Will Be Served: 


Seminary students and young ministers enjoy a unique place ;: 
in the Fund’s program. Believe it or not, though a general 
increase in rates took effect on January first, many policies 


are available to younger men at less than their former cost. 


Write today for details 


THE PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 


For Life Insurance 
ALEXANDER MACKIE, President 


The First Life Insurance Company in America— The Oldest in the World 
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Founded 1717 ~ Chartered 1759 


Home Office 
1805 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 
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UNIFORM LESSONS GENERAL USE 

Eight beautiful strips to be Suitable for any showing be- 
provided for year; two now’ cause no dates or reference 
ready! Each Biblicolor strip to lessons are included on 
contains 25 lovely Bible Art strips themselves. So general ~ 
pictures and Scripture (total in appeal.that you can use 
200 yearly), all emphasizing effectively for every age, in 
lesson themes. First time children’s Graded classes, at 
such aid.on Uniform lessons. Sunday night or midweek 
Manual with each strip to services, vacation or week- 
suggest most effective use. day school, etc, 

Now ieaily: Strip No. 48-1—For God So Loved The World; 

No. 48-2—H]is Last Week. At your book store, or direct. Each strip, only fee 


; NEED A PROJECTOR? Secure.new Viewlex projector and Biblicol 
filmstrips for 1948—$10 down and $10 a month for one year! Address Desk 15, 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 20 East Central Pkwy, Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


CARILLON is a set of bells upon 

which musical selections are played. 
Not mysterious metals that transmit synthetic 
nusic through loud speaker horns, but bells 
you can see as well as hear. 


Not a secret mechanism sealed in a cryptic 
slack box, or small chimes hidden in the 
yasement, but real bells placed in the tower, 
where they fulfill both the promise and the 
yurpose of a belfry. 

Not an amplification system that must be 
xplained with apologies, but genuine bells 
© which you can point with pride as the 
iving voice of a living church. 

The bells of a Deagan are true bells, made 
f the finest bell metals, fashioned in tubular 
orm to permit a degree of operating efficiency 


nd tuning precision not even approached — 


y other forms of bells. 
Theirs is the full, rich, honest beauty of 
enuine bells pouring forth a golden stream 


Cc. DEAGAN TENEC 


1 Decean Bldg., 1770 Berteau Ave., Chicago 13, Ill. 


of melody without amplification, 
distortion, loud speaker horns, or 
artificial build-up of any kind. 
Automatically or manually 
played—and harmonically tuned 
—they send forth a daily program 
of bell music that reaches heights 
of tonal loveliness never before 


attained, : 

That’s why Deagan Carillons 
are the most widely used carillons— 
in the world. May we eet you 
about them? ae 
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Communism -vs- Christianity 


Communism and Christianity can no me 
live together in the same place at the sat 
time than can darkness and light, or death a 
life, or bitter and sweet, or acid and alkali, 
hell and heaven. Communism and Christian 
are the antithesis of each other. 


1. Communism is atheistic. It shouts evel 
where: “Down with God! Down with t 
church!” Christianity says: ‘Believe in Gc 
Believe in Christ. Love the Church.” 


2. Communism is a materialistic philosop 
of life in the form of an economic politi 
system. Christianity is a spiritual concept 
life. 


3. Communism is motivated by jealou: 
envy, hatred. Christianity is controlled 
love, generosity, grace. 


4. Communism carries on by _ brutal 
bloodshed and war. Christianity goes forwa 
by kindness, service and good will. : 


5. Communism is of the earth—eartt 
Christianity is of heaven—Godly. 


6. Communism practices deception, creat 
confusion and deals in dishonesty. Christiani 
demands truth, integrity and uprightness. 


7. Communism ends with this life and offe 
no hope for the future. Christianity is prof 
able for the life that now is and offers eterr 
glory for the life to come.—Church Chim 
First Baptist Church, Shreveport, La. 7 
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Paper 


here there's a will there's a way to increase 
> church income as well as your own. The 
rish Paper Way is as thoroughly practicable 
it is profitable—as scores of progressive 
stors are proving, week by week, month 
month. 


Put a Parish Paper to 
Work for You 


ot only does it supplement and reinforce your personal 
orts to build the power and prestige of your church, 
t it brings dollars into the treasury. Many of our 
stomers will verify this statement. 


ynaging your own parish paper is pleasant work that 
| absorb but little of your time, but will result in rich 
idends. By our helpful, standardized plan, at your service, there are no complexities. No 
yerience is necessary. You leave the bulk of the responsibility to us. 


tors using our service are now clearing from $10.00 to $25.00 an issue. So can you— 
sur plan is used. Send for samples and full particulars. 


R SAMPLES, PRICES AND FULL PARTICULARS RE- 
RDING OUR SERVICE AND THE HELPFUL SIXTEEN- 
SE ILLUSTRATED PARISH MANUAL CONTAINING 
AILED EXPLANATION OF PUBLISHING PROCEDURE, 
| OUT AND MAIL THE COUPON. 


Do it NOW. No obligation, of course. 


ne See 
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INSPIRING 


Pastors across the na- 
tion are finding that 
Candlelight Services 
bring back long-absent 
members and increase 
church attendance. The gleam of soft 
glowing candlelight appeals to the en- 
tire congregation. Each individual, 
young and old alike, takes an active 
part in this religious exercise, symbolic 
of the common bond of the church. 
For special occasions or even simple 
religious services, candlelight cere- 
monies are ideal. Emkay Candlelight 
Service Sets assist and simplify. the 
conduct of your services. The sets, 
available in three sizes, are complete 
with candles and holders for pastor, 
ushers and congregation. 


Write for price list and free folder 
describing Candlelight Services. 


Address Dept. E. 


—sEmkay Candles 


Syracuse 1, N. Y. 


A Division of ' 
Muench-Kreuzer Candle Co., tno 


THRILL YOUR 
COMMUNITY AT 


CASTEK, 


WITH GLORIOUS 
CARILLONIC 
BELLS 


For us He rose from 
death again, 
For us He went on high to reign, 
For us He sent 
His Spirit here. 
To guide, to strengthen, 
and to cheer. 


N these beautiful words from an 
Easter hymn, there’s radiant 
promise of hope. And though we 
must first pass through a season of 
sorrow, Easter, when it dawns, 
brings with it the gladness of that 
hope realized to the full. 


Then will ring out the music of 
bells, happy, glorious, inspiring. 
Through all the Christian cen- 
turies, no finer medium has ever 
been found for proclaiming the 
joyfulness of Easter. 


Today, however, the massive 
carillons so loved in medieval 
times are giving place | to a modern 


- instrument—‘“‘Carillonic Bells.’ 


For ‘“Carillonic Bells” are easily 
installed (no tower is necessary); 
and offer, at a price that any church 
can afford, the sweetest bell music 
ever heard. 


Your installation can be com- 
pleted in time for Easter if you 
wish, but inquiry should be made 
immediately. Write Dept. E-81 


— Sohalmerioh 


ELECTRONICS, INC. 
SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


“CARILLONIC BELLS” 
TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS «* ACOUSTIC CORRECTION UNITS i 
@ SOUND DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS ¢ CHURCH HEARING AIDS @ 


THE MINISTER 
| WOULD LIKE TO BE 


JAMES C. RAWLINGS 


T IS like Sunday, after a busy week. Seven 

decades have passed. The time has come 
to be relieved of the stress and strain of 
regular pastorate. The remaining years 
for more quiet pursuits, and an effort to im- 
t the peace and benediction which should 
re at the end of a busy life. 
Chere are lingering responsibilities, but there 
less of bustle and hurry. In thinking of 
at life might have been, one, now well along 
the afternoon, offers a few suggestions to 
se who are coming along in the bright 
rning of their gospel ministry. 

n the fifth chapter of Acts there is a very 

resting little story of a first century preacher. 
had been a swaggering fisherman who en- 

ed three years companionship with Christ. 

so reflected the spirit of his Master that 
yple wanted to pass so close to him that his 
dow might fall upon them. They brought 
ir sick on couches that this man’s influence 
zht bless them. This man stood between 
as and a suffering sinning world. 

n scanning the history of the Church, it is 

jJent that those who have walked through the 

‘ets and market places, six feet of common 

*, incarnating the spirit of Christ-like love, 

e been our greatest preachers. 

eported deeds of service are the largest part 

a good man’s life. These will be shown in 

appy face and a quiet and courageous heart. 

's will break down opposition and win more 

-uits than our fine arguments or most elo- 

‘nt appeals. The spirit and attitude of 

ristian people are our greatest assets in win- 
_a world. 

a could be ‘a pastor again I should strive 

seep my spirit in such fine trim as constantly 
aA confused and sinful souls into the joys 

ine better life. 


Life has no richer reward 


that which comes to the humble worker 
9 succeeds in dealing directly with human 
ts. This kind of service is ever needed. 


The little 


dering what would have happened to the 
eunuch had not Philip taken the pains to 
explain to him the way of salvation. I am like- 
wise wondering about a young man of Tarsus, 
holding the clothes of the ruffians who stoned 
Stephen, had he not caught the glimpse of the 
saintly face, as he prayed, “Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge”. Francis of Assisi, with 
his little bands, walked the streets and market 
places speaking with the laborers, strangers and 
all classes. He is thus acclaimed one of the 
great preachers of the centuries. David Living- 
stone held to the promise that Jesus would be 
with him to the end. He counted it the word 
could not be broken. This life appealed to the 
reporters sent in search for him, and to the 
natives who kept his heart and carried his worn 
body over the long spaces, back to the seaport 
from which it could be taken to England. 
Phillips Brooks brought sunshine as he walked 
the streets of Boston. There have been many 
obscure souls who have been such men that 
they impressed people as Elisha impressed the 
Shunamite woman who built a room on the 
wall where ‘the holy man of God’ could 
lodge. 

There is possible an unfailing sunniness 
which bears testimony to a very happy life. 
This is reflected in gentle touches about the 
home and in appreciation for objects of interest 
and beauty. It shows itself in a fine spirit of 
hospitality. It keeps serene and carries on 
hard work amid conditions calculated to dis- 
turb. : 

My ideal in the ministry will be careful about 
little things. He shows concern as to neatness 
and appearance, with all the fine niceties needed 
in dealing with great cross-sections of humanity. 
He has gifts of administration and knows what 
is going on without being a slave to machinery. 
He strives to realize in himself the high ideals 
which he may hold for others. He is respectful 


‘to ancient beliefs but is ever in sympathy with 


efforts to restate these beliefs in such a way as 
to bring force to the present age. He so pre- 
sents the genius of religion that it appeals to 
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people of every phase of religious belief. He 
makes no effort to be a radical nor to be a 
conservative. His has a becoming reverence for 
the past and a friendly bearing to new things 
and to new ways. 

My ideal minister magnifies the work in the 
local church. The communion service, the bap- 
tismal ceremony, services on special days. Wed- 
dings and funerals call for the very best that 
is in a spiritual leader. In this day of much 
talk about an individual and a social gospel my 
ideal minister so balances his appeal that he 
will deal in a Christ-like way with the indi- 
vidual, without neglecting his obligation to the 
masses. 

My pattern also calls for major emphasis in 
pastoral activity with the children. They should 
be carried in his heart. Little children should 
be happy at the coming of their shepherd. No 
finer tribute can be given than that they call to 
him as he passes along the street, or wave to 
him on way to school. 

My mental picture of a good minister shows 
him wielding a strange but powerful influence 
in the room of the sick. Where is anything 
finer than to sit by a bedside and somehow 
bring an invisible influence of hope and life? 

Am I a dreamer in lifting my standard? Is 
it so high as to discourage the young candidate 
for the ministry? Not, if he is willing to pay 
the price. 

No worthwhile minister is satisfied without 
exerting the utmost effort to have a well- 
trained mind in a good body, as a beginning. 
The skilled workman knows the best thought 
of the ages and will try to keep abreast of all 
advances in the field of knowledge. These 
attainments, however necessary, are still far 
from making a well-rounded ministry. 

There must be a constant and rigid self-ex- 
amination of one’s inner life. Prayer and 
meditation, alone with God, are indispensable. 
There can be no successful ministry where these 
are omitted. We must come to grips with our 
own- sins and attitudes... Outward acts and 
secret faults must be met squarely. All weak- 
nesses, such as temper, conceit, jealousy, cen- 
soriousness, undue ambition for petty honors, 
laziness and cowardice will ruin any ministry 
if allowed-to grow. The true minister refuses 
to excuse his poor sermons and draws closer to 
God for help in making better ones. He may 
feel his way through Scripture and by the great 
cloud of witnesses find the depths of meaning 
of personal salvation. These will make us con- 


querors and give us everlasting possessions. No° 


preaching is worth giving to the other fellow, 
unless it has first been preached to the preacher 
himself. pis 
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of sand is small in the mechanism of a-watch, | 


Always and ever one should pray and pl 
standing by the Cross. It is there that a n 
force comes into one’s life. There he und 
stands that efficiency in service depends uf 
being like Christ in character. Unholy am 
tions are shunned. All dependence upon nat 
abilities and acquired skill will be given seco 
place. Slight attention will be paid to flatte 
Consecrated- talent is needed in building | 
Kingdom. God works through powers wh 
are humble. Some men with great acquit 
attainments fail. Some humbler spirit with 
less attainment is signally honored of God. 
does more for men when they are least in th 
own minds. 

This spirit has brought us through the ha: 
ships of pioneer days and laid the foundatic 
for the Church of today. There are trails) 
to be blazed. The greatest victories are yet 
be won. The greatest hour is yet to come. 
this spirit we shall win and share in the gli 
of the final consummation of all that is good. 

I have stood in wonderment as I travers 
great stretches of blasted and blistered desert 
the far west. Yet upon these once wast 
spots, I have seen the profusion of flowe 
luscious fruits and exquisite little rugs of gre 
spread here and there, as soon as these wa 
places are given water. 

I take heart again. The barren wastes in | 
own life can be brought into beauty by | 
grace of God. The waste areas of human 
will respond to the Water of Life. 


The Power of Public Sentiment 


’ That an aroused public opinion is still able to bl 
sectarian attempts to invade the public schools 1 
proved in the Cincinnati suburb of North Coll 
Hill on June 17. On that night a state of aff: 
that had been designated by the National Educat 
Association as “probably the most serious school 
uation now current in the nation” came to a dram 
climax. Before more than 1,000 citizens, the th 
-man Roman Catholic majority on the school bo 
bowed to the will of the people and handed in th 
resignations. The Protestant minority, which | 
twice proposed this solution, also resigned. ; 
_ Twenty-nine out of thirty-three teachers had 
signed and there was a student strike which las 
two weeks. They maintained that only the retent 
of Superintendent Cook would keep the teachers | 
make possible the reconstruction of North Coll 
Hill’s ruined school system. Judge Davies now 
charge of the schools re-employed Dr. Cook, » 
teachers withdrew their resignations and were r 
stated witlt salary increases. It is expected that. 


~-lease of the local parochial school will be termina 


If that occurs, the nuns will resign as public sct 
teachers and henceforth will not be paid from pu 
funds.—The Christian Century. ‘ 


No sin is small. It is against an infinite fe 
and may have consequences immeasureable. No g 


sos 


ink - 


ik PRAYER WITHIN A PRAYER 


The Significance 
of the article in the Lord’s Prayer. 
concerning Evil 


FREDERICK FRANKLIN ADAMS 


SOME new versions of the New Testa- 
rent, the definite article is put back into 
he Lord’s Prayer, and in most cases the 
ring is not just ‘‘the evil’, but “the evil 
The fact has implications for the moral 
piritual life, even though some may not 
the idea of a “personal evil one,” or 
ipter.”” 

e article, in the original language of the 
Testament, is used nine times in the 
r, though not at all in our authorized ver- 
because this translation came to us from 
atin, which has no definite article. The 
e, put back, means something definite to 
sader of the Sacred Word. 
en in the Latin renderings, there is felt a 
for this definiteness. So the demonstra- 
pronoun is used, “sJe” for “that”, and 
, “Deliver us from that evil one.” (Libero 
ab illo improbo, Matthew) (Luke iis, 
o nos ab illo maligno.) 
ie contemporary theory of evil, in the New 
ment, was not abstract, but real, objective 
Jefinite. The “evil eye’? was an every day 
rience. It was often used as “the eye of 
’. The use of the term is masculine, not 
1, and means, “Deliver us from the 
ster.”” Evil is not meant in a general way, 
in, sorrow and troubles. The word used, 
Thayer, is used “preeminently of the 
|.” (Greek Dictionary ) ¥ 
Yeliver us from the evil one’, is a prayer 
organized evil (Satan) may not gain vic- 
over our souls. This is in keeping with 
eaching of Jesus about the presence and 
‘nce, of an hostile and malevolent will 
gg men, an enemy of God’s Kingdom and 
ing. This enemy sows tares, (Matthew 
5) and Jesus uses the idea when He prays 
Peter be kept from this Satanic influence. 
22:31) 
ywever, this idea does not drive one, or 
either, into dualism, for man can over- 
, and get the aid and power of God, if he 
Jesus attributed all evil, not to God or 
te, but to the petversity of God's crea- 
’ (Harris in Hastings Bible Dict.) 
iist Church j 
s, Massachusetts 


@ Y. 1948 


In both the English and in the Greek, there 
is the idea of evil in three main classes, and 
these constitute a real challenge. First there is 
natural evil, floods, famines, wars, and troubles, 
as Dr. Toynbee calls them. (Study of History) 
Of such was the incident of the Tower of 
Siloam, in Luke 13:4, which Jesus explained to 
His audience . . . ‘“They were not sinners above 
all other men. No; but repent or ye shall like- 
wise perish.”” Of course this meant the care- 
lessness, the thoughtlessness of the people, as 
well as the kind of God Jesus was telling about. 
His Father, God, did not punish people by 
accidents like those of the falling tower. And 
secondly, there is the evil that is personal and 
consists of human vices and bad habits which 
are sanctioned by one’s self. These may be 
overcome, as St. Paul shows, (Romans 6:11 
and 7:25) by union with Christ. Moreover, in 
the third place, there is the real sin, which is 
an attitude of soul to the Divine Father, or sin- 
against God and His Spirit. These lead to 
acts of sin against the Kingdom and_ its 
founder. 

The reader of the Scriptures. is warned, as 
Jesus intended, of the “evil man,” masculine, 
not just of an abstract principle of evil, which 
means little in our praying from habit, “De- 
liver us from evil,” with no definite article. It 


__was meant to be real, personal, and objective, 


and so, even in the Latin, it is, ‘Deliver us 
from that evil man.’ The Greek article is 
never used if the idea is at all indefinite! 

“The Christian Church,” as Dr. C. T. Craig 
points out, “has more than a literary interest 
in the Bible.’’ She believes the Bible is a 
record of Divine Revelation. The Greek makes 
vice and sin very definite and with persons 
back of them all. It refers to organized evil, 
led by men which we are warned about here, 
in the Lord’s Prayer, as well as evil in our own 
animal nature. tee 

The matter of the article, ‘The’, affects our 
belief and our thinking about all of our 
“troubles” and sins. As the historian points out, 
“Men are split in soul by running from — 
troubles; by 5 eee themselves to vices for 
escape, and by desertions and driftings from 
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the good and its standards.’ (Toynbee, A 
Study of History ) 

When man gives in to this drift, he finds 
himself believing in fate and chance, as a way 
out of his difficulties, instead of using his own 
powers, or of asking help from God. His god, 
rather, becomes ‘“‘determinis,’ and he cries, 
“It is my fate’, or “It has to be.” He may even 
drift to Astrology to govern his life, for now 
_ he is devoid of self-direction, courage, and the 
lure of high ideals and great goals. Such often 
lead to disastrous results, for one cannot sell 
or hand over his precious freedom and lib- 
erty, under God, without tragedy of soul. 

For such needy folks, the Lord’s Prayer was 
meant as a help, a real tool in the making of a 
successful life, in well directed cooperation. 
The prayer was given to men in troubled times, 
and the passage, “Deliver us from the evil 
one,’ is called . “>. “The Prayer within a 
Prayer.” (Hastings Bible Dict.) Such a 
prayer not only aids one to overcome natural 
obstacles, by divine help and direction, as Paul 
in the shipwreck, (Acts 27) and personal vices, 
(Romans 7), but gives power to conquer these 
before they become sins against God, or tres- 
passes against fellowman. Prayer also helps 
to forgiveness from the divine Father, and aids 
one to render forgiveness also to his brother 
man. 

The suggestion of Toynbee, to make the sin 
or error a very personal one, so that one can 
conquer the evil in one’s own heart, where he 
does have power, is a splendid one. Thus one 
can be empowered and forgiven, and so 
cleared of vice and sin within the citadel of 
action and motives, for he has little power out- 
side, over other men or over Nature. 

As St. James asks, “What causes wars and 
contentions among you? Is it not the cravings 
which are ever at war within you for various 
pleasures? You covet things and yet cannot 
get them; (frustration); you have passionate 
desires and yet cannot gain your end; (sup- 
pressions); you then begin to fight, and make 
war. (Release or “no inhibitions”) You have 
not, because you do not pray. Or you pray 
and yet do not receive, because you pray 
wrongly, your object being to waste what you 
get on some pleasure.” (James 4:13) 

But a heartening statement of Holy Writ, 
as well as of the historian, is this, ““The soul 
loses the opportunity, but never the capacity.” 
(Toynbee, History) A man can seek God at 
any time and lift his soul in prayer to the 
heavenly Father. He may come to himself and 

come back home to God, at his own free will. 
(Luke 15) me 
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As Jesus warned Peter about his back-sl 
ing, we should be warned today about org 
ized evil. “Resist the Devil and He will : 
from you,” (James 4:7) and Peter, who ha 
hard time to keep awake, writes, “Curb ey 
passion and keep awake.’ “Your great 
cuser, the Devil, is going about like a roar 
lion, to see whom he can devour. Withste 
him, firm in your faith.” II Peter 1:18. | 

Organized evil today, is of many forms. \ 
see it in the propaganda of the liquor intere: 
gambling, racketeering, and in organized vi 
What is the way out from such evils and fr 
WAR, which is surely organized wickedne; 
The path of victory is not in the worship 
the god of Chance, or Fate. It is not by | 
method of the cynic, who drifts into “det 
minism’’ saying “It has to be.” The way 
conquer is to turn to God, acknowledge on 
defeat and the need of power. It is to mz 
the problem, an inner one of the self, for 
is there the Christian can win with, Chi 
“within you the hope of Glory.” “Grow 
in Himvin all things.’ (Col. 1:27, 2710 am 
are complete in Him.” 

A man can conquer, by prayer throu 
Divine aid, because these are the challenges 
which we live and grow, and in which we ne 
help: First, there is the challenge of the ph 
ical world with its troubles and iccidal 
There are those composed of our vices and e 
habits, which have domain over us. The 
dare us to master them as Jesus did, in F 
temptation. And there is, finally, the list’ 
sins against God and our fellow man whi 
can be forgiven and overcome, according 
the promises. (Romans 7, etc.) ‘Who sh 
deliver me from this death? I thank G 
through Christ Jesus our Lord:” 

The human struggle upward from the be 
is helped by the knowledge of this “Pray 
within a Prayer,” for “our growth, or evoluti 
is not in the body any more, nor in the mi 
and intelligence, but in the spiritual realm 
(NOUY Human Destiny.) “It does not 


appear what we shall be.” (I John 3:2 
“The first man is of the earth earthy.” (I G 


15:47.) 
The use of the definite article in the Lor 
Prayer, can do then these several things for t 
reader of the Sacred Word, who seeks i 
Give a definite sense of evil in the world 
~be faced, both personal and natural. It 
and will give a sense of being able to o 
come. It can and will give a sense of G 
presence and power, to aid according to 
Magna Charta of Prayer, in Luke 11. 
little prayer within a prayer, ‘Deliver us 
(See pa g eo 


YUR MOST NEGLECTED OPPORTUNITY 


AARON N. MECKEL 


RDINARILY a minister aims at bring- 
ing the resources of the Christian Gospel 
to bear on the many problems people 
facing. Today, however, we reverse the 
m somewhat, for I am coming directly to 
for help. In the thought of many people, 
clergy and laymen, the Sunday School 
sents our most neglected opportunity. It 
t quite appropriately be labeled ‘Problem 
1 Number One’ within our Protestant 
shes. 
group of ministers were gathered at the 
ch of the Covenant in Boston to devise 
is for a more effective strategy in their 
hes. Talk turned before long to the in- 
uate Sunday School. The Chairman 
d the meeting by saying, “Well, it looks 
ough we will have to tear it (the educa- 
| strategy of our churches) all apart, and 
it together on a better basis.” In those 
> words, that minister stated the challenge 
Il of us who serve in today’s Church. 
1 honest look at the various programs for 
Christian nurture and education of the 
g is often cause for shame! To be sure, 
‘people in our churches are giving of their 
effort and financial means. But, for 
? By and large, is it not for the preser- 
n of the spiritual status quo?—for the 
s who should be least in need of it? How 
of our churches would dare take as their 
ing motto: ‘The most important people 
is Church are the children!” The command 
od to Israel seems rather far-fetched to us 
have become complacent about the trans- 


on of our Christian tradition and the fu-~ 


of the Christian enterprise: “And these 
s which I command thee shall be in thine 
and thou shalt teach them diligently un- 
y children,—and they shall be as frontlets 
en thine eyes. And thou shalt write them 
the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.” 
t. 6:6, 7, 8,.9). Notice,—“Thou shalt!” 
2 recreant here is disobedience to God, to 
ct the most precious opportunity given us 
nd Heaven, to place a moral mortgage 
e future. Let us dare to think together 
few fronts of this pressing problem. 


I 
: might well begin by frankly facing the 
possible alternative to some form of 
matic Christian nurture of the young,—an 


ional Church, Braintree, Mass. 


aa 


increasingly pagan and secular human society. 
Suppose we begin at the beginning. Hardly 
one-half of Protestant children in America are 
enrolled in the Sunday Schools of our churches. 
It would be generous to say that of these less 
than one-third attend with any regularity. Our 
denominational year books show an alarming 
decrease in Church School enrollment. I am 
not interested in merely ‘‘saving face’ as a 
Congregationalist! Something infinitely great- 
er than mere denominational welfare is at stake 
in this situation, What needs to be pointed 
out to people who are far too much “at ease 
in Zion,’ is a definite and disconcerting trend 
away from the Faith of our Fathers, concerning 
which we often sing so lustily! J. Edgar 
Hoover reports the average crime age in our 
nation as being between the ages of 18 and 23. 
Speaking in Faneuil Hall, Boston, American 
“Cradle of Liberty,” a returned Chaplain took 
American people as a whole to task for losing 
sight of their spiritual moorings, and their com- 
promised moral standards. 

Dr. Cecil Northcott of the London Mission- 
ary Society, states that the same trend away 
from historic Christian standards and practices 
is observable in Britain. Only ten per cent of 
the people have any vital connection with the 
Church. Within thirty years divorce has risen 
from 500 to 12,250 a year. Writing in The 
Christian Century of January 16, 1946, Dr. 
Northcott goes on to speak of the ‘present 
irrelevance of the Church in the life and 
thought of the community in general as being 
apparent from two symptoms which admit of 
no dispute.” These are the widespread de- 
cline in Church-going and the collapse of 
Christian moral standards. There are, of 
course, bright spots to alleviate the alleged 
darkness. It is not a total spiritual blackout. 
Nonetheless, the trend both here and abroad 
is in the direction of an increasingly pagan 
and secular society, with God blacked out, and 
the most elemental moral values at stake. Of 
course, it is quite the fashion~to blame this 
damning apostasy upon a declining birthrate 
and abnormal times! Honesty, however, dic- 
tates what is basically a different reason: a de- 
cline in Christian concern and zeal. God’s im- 
perial command is simply not graven in our 
hearts, nor is it written on our door posts. He 
is still declaring ‘Thou shalt!’’—but we have 
not listened nor obeyed. ‘Having ears they 
hear not, and having eyes they see not!” 


Page 11 


II 

In the second place, we go on to say that 
religious education, at least within our Protest- 
ant Christian churches, needs a “new deal’ in 
terms of an aroused and concerned and recon- 
secrated parenthood! A letter appeared in the 
reader's forum of the Boston Herald lately, 
making a summary indictment of our Sunday 
Schools. The writer spoke belittlingly, even 
sneeringly, of what faithful men and women 
are giving their time to do in our class-rooms. 
Our Sunday School teachers are an incompetent 
lot! Our building facilities are musty, smelly 
and ill-ventilated! Our message is irrelevant to 
actual needs and our methods passe! So ran 
the complaint. Now, any fair-minded and 
alert member of a Church School staff will be 
the first to admit that there is truth in the 
‘accusation. But what evidently escaped the 
complainant was the patent faultiness of his 
own attitude as a parent, citizen and Church 
member. ‘This, to be sure, is no time for re- 
crimination and the bandying of arguments. 
Yet, in all fairness, the shoe of criticism needs 
to be placed “on the other foot,’ too! Let 
parents and adults be willing to share the blame 
for the relative ineffectiveness of the contem- 
porary Sunday School! 

Take the item of lesson preparation, for in- 
stance. Has not Saturday night become well 
nigh secularized, instead of remaining what it 
once was,—a time for prayerful and careful 
cooperation of children and parents for the 
Lord’s Day? Is this playing fair with those 
who freely give time and pains to teach the 
Faith to our children? Is it an overstatement 
to say that the majority of parents, even in 
our churches, attach a greater importance to 
secular than religious education of the young? 
Do we not often say, or think, “It’s just Sun- 
day School, and so, why bother?’’ Or, take 
the matter of regularity and promptness in at- 
tending classes. Isn’t it the unpleasant truth 
that in far too many homes that is left to 
youthful caprice? The writer once heard a 
mother say to her little one, concerning a cer- 
tain religious obligation, ‘Do you want to do 
it, Jane?’ As is to be expected, Jane didn’t 
want to do it! Then followed the indulgent 
reply, “All right, then, you don’t have to!” 
One recalls the witticism that “‘authority hasn't 


disappeared in the modern home. It has just 


changed hands!’’ 

The editor of a Boston newspaper asks 
whether we are becoming a nation of ‘softies’. 
A few inches of snow and we sound out the 
“No attendance” signal. He, however, adds 
the pertinent suggestion that it is the adults, 
not the children, who sound the ‘no school’ 
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~in a Prince Albert coat!” 


signal. He might have gone even farther 
say that while the youngsters zestfully play 
the snow, their elders sit inside, making d 
consolate remarks about the weather! Or, tz 
the item of respect for the Church as 1 
House of God, and a becoming court 
towards one’s educational and_ spiritual 
periors. In how many of our homes do y 
suppose these qualities are inculcated in ct 
dren around a family altar? It needs to 
borne in on the minds of the elders that | 
primary task of the Church School teacher 
that of religious instruction, and not disctpli 
Courtesy towards one’s fellowmen, and rev 
ence for Almighty God,—the inculcation 
these is most certainly the task of the hor 
Yet how many a Sunday School teacher sper 
much of the comparatively little time at | 
disposal in the effort to maintain the most ¢ 
mental discipline! 

This is not to plead for a cold, unbendi 
perfectionism! Rather is it to appeal for 
new and gladly-given cooperation on the p 
of parents. In fact, we might well carry | 
indictment through to the finish; for the f 
is, we ministers and pastors have not done « 
share! J. Paul Williams of the faculty 
Mount Holyoke College, writes that 687 m 
isters reported to the Institute of Social a 
Religious Research that they spend less tl 
five per cent of their time on the educatio 
work of the Church, “little more than tl 
have to give to janitorial service.” ( 
Christian Century, January 16, 1946). A 
153 urban pastors admitted that they averas 
just over 3% of a week's time for religic 
educational tasks in their churches. Wher 
guest asked for the pastor of the Church 
which he was speaking, he was answered 
follows by one of the young people: “€ 
pastor rarely comes near our meetings. He s 
he is too busy.” Needed,—badly needed- 
“new deal’ on both the parental and the f 
toral fronts! 

Ill 


And then, we need to rethink curricula,— 
regrasp the Christian essentials and fun 
mentals which are indispensable to a sound < 
progressive program of nurture and grov 
As long ago as 1927, Shailer Mathews was 
to remark that religious education had beco 
little more than “public education fitted — 
What is more, 
us be willing to give time, prayer and mo 
in order that our Christian heritage may 
administered by the most capable and cot 
crated leadership available. To be neglect 
here is to pay the cost in terms of jw 


MY PREACHING 
PROGRAM 


MILTON THOMAS 


T THE close of the year I review my 
preaching program and upon its study, 
plan for the future. My charge last year 
a two-point circuit. I preached at Falls 
;, morning and evenings, and at Grove 
nit each afternoon on Sundays, besides 
other special week services. Usually at 
srove Summit service I followed my Falls 
; Sunday morning program. I did not 
h for my own revival this year, so there 
© revival sermons. 
ice I entered the ministry I have made it 
urpose to have a Christ-centered preaching 
am. This takes the form of a general 
lasis in most of my sermons and is em- 
zed especially in regularly spaced sermons 
ig the year. Last year my denominational 
hodist)) emphasis was on stewardship, so 
econd group is in this field. These were 
hed at morning services, in the evening 
at special weekday meetings. I had a 
5 of Sunday evening sermons which I 
1 “Abundant Living,” in which I con- 
sly, but not slavishly, followed the four- 
steps given by Stanley Jones in his book 
at name. 

the field of personal, spiritual living I 
hed sermons grouped as ‘‘Backsliding,” 
sntial Practices,’ and “Christian Holiness.”’ 
hing the field of practical organizational 
stianity were groups of sermons on 


ich Program of Work,” “Missions,” and _ 
hodism.” We did some definite study, 


h was reflected in my preaching. There 
the study of “Perfectionism and Kindred 
Ss,’ a group of Sunday evening sermons 
npanying the midweek service study on 
acles and Parables of Jesus,” and for our 
net Bible Conference, a cooperative affair 
as a general theme, “John and His Writ- 
e.” 

ese, together with a group of sermons for 
al Occasions and miscellaneous sermons, 
lete my preaching for the year. Among 
pecial occasions was the week of prayer in 
h was followed a series based on the 
as. In outline form my preaching program 
its as follows: : . 


Church 
g, Pennsylvania 


My messages were on “John and His. 


Jesus Christ: 
Jesus as a Soul-Winner. 
On Becoming the Kingdom of Our Lord. 
Jesus Christ, Before Pilate, Crucified, Dead and 
Buried. 
The Resurrection of Christ, in the Creed. 
Jesus Christ, Our Saviour. 
Stewardship: 
The Order of Giving. 
The Social and Economic Legislation of the Pen- 
tateuch. 
What Practical Service Can I Render God? 
The Acknowledgment of the Lordship of Christ 
Over Our Secular Life. 
Jesus and Money. 
Christian Stewardship. 
The Economic Basis of the Church. 
Christians in the Economie Order, 
Stewardship. 
The Business Side of Church Work. 
Abundant Living: 
Believers. 
Two Men Pray. 
The Unbrotherly Brother. 
With Jesus in the Storm. 
Barriers Burned Away or Forgiveness of Sins. 
The Exaltation of the Lowly. 
What Do Yeu Want? 
The Importance of Moral Values. 
Help Wanted. 
Working Together. 
Annanias and Saphira. 
Religion Without Sin. 
The Teaching of the Master Concerning the 
Christian Life. 
Training for My Task. 
The Sacredness of the Human Body. 
The Brotherhood of Man. 
Backsliding: 
The Danger of Slipping. 
Healing Our Backslidings. 
Present Fellowship With Christ. 
Essential Practices: 
Prayer. 
Scripture. 

Christian Holiness: 

Called to a Higher Experience. 
Cleansed by the Power of Christ. 
Filled With the Holy Spirit. 

Church Program of Work: 

What Effective Christian Education Requires 

Today. 

A Christian Advance I.— 

A Christian Advance II. 

Needed Christian Emphases Today. 

Parable of Wicked Husbandman. 

The Work of Christian Education. 

Preparing to Teach the Lesson. 
Missions: 

Vivid Experiences in Korea. 

Far Round the World. 

Rebuilding With Christ. 

Methodism: = 
Beliefs Peculiar to Methodists. 

Early American Methodism, 
What We Believe. 

Perfectionism and Kindred Fields: 
John Wesley and Christian Perfection. — 
Modern Movements and Christian Perfection. 
Modern Exponents of Christian Perfection. 
The Bible and Christian Perfection. Sie: 
Modern Psychology and Christian Perfection. 
Experience and Christian Perfection. < 

Miracles and Parables of Jesus: 

The pa iat of oa 

Jesus Asleep in the Storm. Es 

Jesus Healing the Ear of the Servant of the 
Priest. top 

Parables of the Gospels. x 

The Teaching of the Master Concerning the 
Kingdom. : bg 4 at 

The Peacking of the Master Concerning His Re- 
turn and Judgment. ‘ ; 

The Lost Sheep. 


Pages 


John and His Gospel: 
The Disciple Whom Jesus 
Christ, the Logos. 
The New Birth. 
The Holy Spirit in Christ’s Farewell Address. 
Nicodemus, the Silent Disciple. 
The Atonement as Taught by John. 
Special Occasions: 
Christian Education (Rally Day). 
What Is Protestantism? (Reformation Sunday). 
Inspiration of Scripture, Rule of Faith and Prac- 
tice (Universal Bible Sunday). 
The Inn (Christmas). 
Guidemarks on the Christian Way (New Year’s). 
Psalms of Penitence (Week of Prayer). 
Psalms of Waiting and Longing (Week of 
Prayer). 
The Physical Resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the Dead (Easter). 


Loved. 


God’s Plan of Salvation Through Christ (Decis 

acd’ Gheecrratiok (Rural Life Sunday). J 

Foundations of a Successful Home (Mother’s 
Day ‘ ay < 

ose oneinan Should Be Justified, Spirit-Fil 
Zealous in the Work of the Kingdom (Pe 
cost). 

Solving the Alcohol Problem (Day of Prayer 
This Cause). 

Miscellaneous: 

People Known and Unknown. 

Outline of Old Testament. 

The Christian’s God or God as He Reveals H 
self in the New Testament. 

Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will in Earth and 
Heaven, 


The Beatitude of Christian Death. 


oo Ae) 


WEEK OF 


This year marks the one hundred-first anniversary 
of the Universal Week of Prayer. Whenever pos- 
sible the Week of Prayer should be observed united- 
ly by the churches of any community and under the 
sponsorship of the local Ministerial Association or 
Council of Churches. 

A strong committee of ministers and laymen (men 
and women) should be selected to make the plans 
for the week and see the program through. It 
would be this committee’s responsibility to— 

Order the Week of Prayer booklets. 

Select the place or places for the prayer service. 

Appoint and instruct the leaders of each daily 
setvice. 

Prepare and distribute announcements to the 
churches. 

Arrange for publicity in the community papers. 

Promote attendance among the churches. 

Plan inter-racial prayer services where possible. 

Some communities may desire to plan for the 
Week of Prayer Services to be held in homes rather 
than in the churches. The home prayer plan offers 
a fine opportunity for Christian fellowship. Many 
prefer to meet in homes rather than in their 
churches. 

It is advisable to appoint a different leader for 
each daily service. Select leaders from among the 
laymen and the ministers. Each leader is expected 
to work out the prayer program for his own meet- 
ing, using the material found in the booklet as a 
guide. 

The suggested subjects for prayer, given under 
each topic, may be the basis for individual prayer, 
‘assigned by the leader before the service or these 
prayer subjects may be used for guided prayer by 
the leader when the group prays silently, as the 
leader suggests them one by one. Allow for un- 
hurried time when silent prayer is used. Do not be 
afraid of silence. 

There is a terrible urgency in the present world 
situation. Only God can save us and whether He 
can save us~depends on our readiness to let Him 


save us. cule 


* oF * 


SUNDAY: 
Scripture: Habakkuk 3:1-19 
j Prayer Honors God 
A MEDITATION THAT BLESSES—Hab. 3:17-18 


Prayer That Changes Things 
Men Ought Always To Pray: 
In gratitude for God’s ‘Natural’ laws. 
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PRAYER 


In gratitude for God’s fatherly concern. 

In gratitude for God’s revelation of Himself 
the prophets. 

In gratitude for God’s revelation of Himself 
his son Jesus. 

In gratitude for the privilege of speaking v¥ 
God face to face. 


Topics That Live 

Be of Good Cheer Thy Faith Hath Made T 
Whole. Luke 8:40-48. 

a. A woman in need. 

b. A woman with~-faith. 

c. A Christ with power. 
Invitation To Life. Isa. 55:1-13. 

a. A universal call. 

b. An everlasting covenant. 

c. Repentance essential. 

d. God’s truth standeth sure. 


e. Where God’s will is done there is plent 
Ves Seer 


Prayer Changes Things 


MONDAY: 
Scripture: Luke 18:1-14. 


A MEDITATION THAT BLESSES—Psa. 34: 
Prayer That Changes Things . 


Men Ought Always To Pray: 


I. 


Il. Jesus’ Primary Interest (Luke 


That they might be forgiven their own failure 
That they may understand God’s word aright. 
That they may worship Him more faithfully. 
That they may grow in Christian grace. 
That they may fe better examples of the Ch 
tian Way. 
That they may serve others more effectively. — 
Topics That Live 
What Jesus Taught (Luke 18:9-14) 
a. Religion is spiritual. 7 
b. Religion is ethical. (Luke 18:8-9) 
c. Religion is individual. (John 3:16) 
d. Religion is social. (Matt. 18:5-6) Fr 
e. Religion is universal. (John 4:20f) 
b. In persons. 


2:41-52) Sm 
c..In the kingdom. CW Sael 
d. In righteousness. : ) an 
e. In ethics. “s 

Choa 


a. In God. 


When a Man Prays 
SDAY : 
ture: Daniel 6:10-23. 
AEDITATION THAT BLESSES—Matt. 17:20 

Prayer That Changes Things 

Ought Always To Pray: 
at God’s will may be done on earth. 
at each local church may recognize its imme- 
diate responsibility. 
at we may have wisdom to recognize that our 
separate churches are only part of Christ’s great 
Church. 
at the universal Church may be our main con- 
cern. 
at organs of the universal Church may be 
especially blessed, the local Council of Churches, 
the Federal Council of Churches, the World 
Council of Churches. 

Topics That Live 
a. Religion is a fearful thing. (Hebr. 10:31) 
b. High Hope for Today. (Rom. 5:5) 
c. Pathway To Perfection. (Matt. 5:48) 

ier ge poe 
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Things Wrought By Prayer 


YNESDAY: 
ture: Eph. 3:14-21. 
[EDITATION THAT BLESSES—Matt. 21:22 
Prayer That Changes Things 

Ought Always To Pray: 
at we might be given wisdom to see the need 
of the world. 
at the spiritual need might be as obvious as 
the physical need. 
at we might be given strength to help supply 
this need. , 
at young men and women might have put up- 
on their hearts the call to Christian world ser- 
vice. 
at the needy in the world might heed the 
preaching of the glorious gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 
Topics That Live 

(Gal. 2:11-14, Eph. 2:11-22) 
Because God is the 


rotherhood. 

a. Why brotherhood? 
father of all. 

b. Christ has broken down the middle wall 
of partition. 

c. Practice brotherhood. 


our Adjectives About God. (Psa. 103) 


Topics That Live 
“Altars in the heart.” (Prov. 23:7) 
“Taking Jesus seriously.” (Luke 6:46) 
c. “Through Windows of Love.” (Phil. 2:4) 
* * * * 
Jesus Prayed For His Disciples 


Re 


FRIDAY: 
Scripture: John 17:1-26. 
A MEDITATION THAT BLESSES—John 17:20-21 


Prayer That Changes Things 


Men Ought Always To Pray: 


1. 


That each member of our family might be won 
to Christ. 

That each one of our friends might be won to 
Christ. 

That our whole community might have the gospel 
message so effectively presented that Christ and 
His way will be accepted and honored. 

That our churches might become powerhouses of 
a vital evangelism. 

That our ministers may burn with passion for the 
souls of men. 

That the world may be won to Christ in this 
generation. 

Topics That Live 

Horizons of Hope. (Psalm 146) 

a. Where hope is not. (Verses 3-4) 
b. Hope is only in God. (Verse 5) 
c. Hope is in truth. (Verse 6) 
d. Hope is in the worthfulness of man. 
(Verses 7-9) 
Salty Christians. (Matt. 5:1-16) 
a. Salt saves from insipidity. 
b. Salt saves from spoiling. 
c. Salt must lose itself. 
2 oe eS 


Jesus Taught Us To Pray 


SUNDAY: 
Scripture: Matt. 6:5-15. 


MEDITATION THAT BLESSES—Luke 11:1 
Prayer That Changes Things 


Men Ought Always To Pray: 


a. God is Holy. cae 


b. God is righteous. 

c. God is gracious. 

d. God is jealous. (See Exodus 25) 
The jealousy of God means putting God 
first. Z 


Se a Wo 
The Power of Prayer 


RSDAY: 

ture: Mark 1:29-39. 

MEDITATION THAT BLESSES—Luke 18:1 
Prayer That Changes Things 

Ought Always To Pray: 

r the defeat of evil. 

a righteous world. a 

r a world in which little children may grow 

1p without fear. ; 

r a world in which every man who desires 

work may find things for his hand to do. _ 

r adequate recompense for an honest day’s 
ork. 


1 


an economy in which need and service rather 
an profits is the first motive. 


i 


2 


For a completely Christian world. 
For the Christianization of every phase of life: 


personal, 


economic, social, political, interna- 
tional. 


For consecrated men and women who will go to 


other lands to help tell the story 
His redeeming love. 

For wisdom for our missionaries as they witness 
by their words and by their lives to the Chris- 
tian faith. 


of Jesus and 


Topics That Live 
Jesus and the New Day. (Matt. 11:5) 
. New vision—the blind receive their sight. 
. New activity—the lame walk. 
. New health—the lepers are cleansed. 
. New words—the deaf hear. | 
. Good news for all—the poor have the 

gospel preached to them. 

The Emphasis of Jesus. (Matt. 9:13) \ 
. The person vs. the group. . 
. Spiritual vs. the material. ~ 
. Righteousness vs. ceremony. 
. The spirit vs. the letter. 

x *  * 


raAnere 
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Complete leaflet program, containing full sug- 


gestions for use, may be secured at five cents per 
copy with 10% discount for orders of 300 or more. 
Send cash with all orders to Department of Evan- 


_gelism, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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The Editors Columns 
ay 


It’s A Date 


IFTY years is a long time in the life of a 
| Fete or magazine. Even a sketchy con- 

templation of what Time has wrought, 
and unwrought, in half a century, suggests that 
one ‘‘take the current when it serves, or lose his 
venture’, for Time is never tethered. 

Expositor Number One, Vol. I, saw the 
Chippewa Indians of Minnesota go on the war- 
path to kill and burn. Utah was a suckling 
state, and Arizona, New Mexico and Oklahoma 
were not yet born. The cry of ‘Gold’ had just 
swept down over the States from the Klondike 
and the gold-rush was on. 

Dirt roads sufficed for the half dozen licensed 
“horseless carriages’ of the country, and no 
municipally-owned street cars moved on a sin- 
gle street. New York had not yet dreamed of 
subways and Chicagoans rode in cable and 
horse-cars, at least partially. The parent of to- 
day’s electric light was hardly more than a 
laboratory experiment and the telephone was 
often called “the Lover's Toy.’ Horse-drawn 
sprinkler wagons wet the dust on the city’s un- 
paved streets, while kerosene street lights were 
tended, twice daily by the plodding lamp- 
lighter with his ladder and torch. When one 
bought a roast or steak, the butcher “threw in” 
a big chunk of liver for the cat, and fifteen 
cents got the best haircut anywhere. 

The ice-man put ice in the refrigerator daily. 
Boogie-woogie was still African, in locale as 
well as content. The sole threat of the Juke- 
Box was the hand-cranked gramaphone. Drug 
stores sold drugs, and the shuttered saloon be- 
yond the tracks hadn’t yet moved uptown as a 
fashionable cocktail lounge. It took almost six 
days, by the fastest liner, to go from New York 
to Southampton, England. Bryan was getting 
ready with his campaign slogan, “A Dollar a 
Day and a Full Dinner Pail.” The radio was 
thirty calm years away. It wasn’t smart for 
women to smoke. 

Passenger trains were open-vestibuled. There 
was no Panama Canal. John Muir was yet to 
discover the Giant Sequioa. The U.S. regular 
army boasted 28,100 men and the Government 
actually told the Pope to get his friars out of 


land. 
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the Philippine Islands before we sold their 


Marriage was more than a civil contract. C 
of every 100,000 there were but 50 divorc 
Our National Debt was approximately $30 
000,000. The housewife left a brown crock 
the back porch for the milkman to fill on 
daily round. Ten miles an hour put a “napt 
launch’’ into the speed-boat class. Croton D. 
laborers, in New York,*struck for increase 
wage from $1.25 to $1.50 a day. Aeronaut 
was largely restricted to hot-air balloon asc 
sions at the State Fair grounds, and moth 
made the bread. 

One by one the old Welsbach gas ligt 
which the Sexton lit with a long, torch-tipp 
pole, just before vespers, were turned on, | 
Sunday evening services were the rule rath 
than the exception. Midweek Prayer Meetir 
were part of the horse-car and the dollar-d 
‘“What-does-my-public-want’’, instead of ‘'Th 
saith-the-Lord’’, had not yet collected its hv 
ministerial toll. Souls were worth saving a 
the minister’s study, not office, had not yet | 
come a clinic of psychiatry. Soul-disorders te 
priority over psychoses. 

They were good days, and although toc 
can't understand how, they bred a_ stur 
churchly stock. Simple? In the light of pres 
standards, yes. But simple like the Mang 
Simple like the Beatitudes. Simple like a chil 
faith. There was time for the spirit to live. 

Over those fifty years The Expositor has se 
man’s life go complex. Its task, and yours, 
even greater now than then. So your Exposi 
enters its second half century, pledging an 
its supreme faith in The Way, The Truth a 
The Life, and re-consecrating itself to sh 
that faith with any who are, or would be, li 
minded. “ 

I am a regular churchgoer. I should go | 
various reasons even if I did not love to, | 
~I am fortunate enough to find pleasure in | 
midst of devout people, whether I cam ace 
all their creed or not. For I find there in 
corner of my heart a little plant called rey 
ence which wants to be watered about ona 
week, : 


Fifty Years and Still Going 


paILE there are scores of subscribers, 
who date their continuous Expositor 
subscriptions back to the turn of the 
ury, and pride themselves, as they cheer 
sitor workers, in men- 
of havin & every 
thly issue, over the 
5, wt 75 subscriber De- 
t Nelson Lacy, D.D., 
ibbetts Methodist 
rch, Seattle, 
es: 


who 


yincere congratulations 
extended on your ap- 
ching Fiftieth Anni- 
ary. I began (my sub- 
tion) as a reader of 
trrent Anecodotes”’ 
m which the present 
ositor grew), and have 
ry missed a copy dur- 
the intervening years. 
Expositor always con- 
sr valuable seed- 
ights for ministers who 
vy sermons.” 

ls a student at Drew 
inary Doctor Lacy started his long pastorate 
| supply pastor at Bellport, Long Island. 
ing following years he served parishes at 
manca and Killbuck, N. Y.; Buffalo, N. Y.; 


Decatur Nelson Lacy, D.D. 


tended to Dr. Lacy, 


— Aa) 


THE WAY JESUS WENT 
(A Meditation for Lent) 
Thy path o'er via dolorosa leading, 


Forsaken, persecuted, footsore, bleeding, 
Thy heart by piercing swords of sorrow rent, 


Jackson, Michigan; Marquette, Michigan; Pon- 
tiac, Michigan; Haller Lake, Seattle; Anan- 
cortes, Washington; 
and Tibbetts, Seattle, where under his leadership 


Ronald Church, Seattle: 


the building of a complete, 
modern Church plant is 
now under way. 

In addition to heavy 
pastoral duties, Doctor 
Lacy edits the Washington 
and Alaska Masonic Quar- 
terlies, is on the Executive 
Committee of the Seattle 
Council of Churches, is 
West Seattle Rotary Club 
President and a member of 
the Executive Committee 
of the Wesley Foundation 
of the University of Wash- 
ington. 

Having been an Exposi- 
tor Subscriber for half a 
century, and still athrill 
with the joys and satisfac- 
tions of being about his 
Father's business, Exposi- 
tor congratulations are ex- 
for his abundant, and cer- 


tainly abiding labors for the Kingdom. Such 
men are an inspiration. They strengthen one’s 
faith in one’s profession. 


Know, O my soul, ’twas the way Jesus went 


And when at last, the way to Calvary wending, 
The cross grows heavy, and the body, bending, 
Sinks ‘neath its weight, its energy all spent, 


: Know also then, ‘twas the way Jesus went! 2 
But also when through riven clouds ascending 
f To crown, and harp, and song, and day unend-— oe 
_ 28g, : 
e The path leads onward, know, my soul, content, 


He'll lead thee still the way He went. 
—VicTor E. BEck. 


THE CHURCH 
AT WORK 


Manual of Church Services 


A 164 page Manual of Church Services, with - 


a Summary of State Laws Governing Marriage, 
by Gordon Palmer, D. D., is issued by Revell, 
$2.25, and will be available at local book stores. 
Dr, Palmer is President of Eastern Baptist 
Seminary. 

Among the Services are Baptism, Com- 
munion, Marriages, Funerals, Dedication of 
Children, Receiving Tithes and Offerings, A 
Plan for Soul-Winning, The Careless Minister. 

The Service of Dedication of Children 
should be important at this time, when means 
and ways are sought to focus attention on the 
need for training Children in Christian way of 
life. Impressing parents and community with 
the great responsibility in care and training of 
children through a formal dedication service 
would be a step in the right direction. 


Church Advertising 


The following advertisement, built around 
an illustration of the Church building, was in- 
serted in The Melbourne Herald, Australia, by 
a layman, member of St. John’s Church, Toorak. 


The Cowardice of the Pagan 


After the tragedy of two wars, many have sur- 
rendered to cowardly fear that will not hope be- 
yond tomorrow—to pagan acceptance of a fate 
of neither good or evil. They live in the ease 
or hardship each day brings forth, blindly hope- 
less of the future. 

But Christ offers hope and courage, certainly 
of life everlasting, and faith that the love of God 
for mankind is unlimited and eternal. 

We must rebuild our faith, The way to the 
certainty and love of God is through His Church. 
Join its fellowship and know Him again through 
worship and prayer every Sunday—YOU and your 
whole FAMILY. 


Palm Sunday Service 


This inspirational service was held in West- 
minster Presbyterian Church, Rochester, New 
York, ‘‘as observing the hour of institution of 
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The Lord’s Supper in the Upper Room.” 


The Service of Preparation for the Fellowsh 

of the Upper Room 

The Procedure: 

1. This will be a “‘silent’’ service, the or 
words being spoken being those of Seri 
ture. 

2. The Large Chair is symbolic of the Pr 
ence of the Host. 

3. You will serve yourself as the Bread ai 
Wine are passed to you by your neighb 
The Conclusion of the Service will be t 
singing of the first verse of “‘O Master I 
Me Walk with Thee.” We shall sing tl 
without musical accompaniment, withc 
the printed words. During the Preparati 
Period, you will familiarize yourself wi 
the words. You will then remain in sile 

. prayer, and after the. Dismissal you w 
leave the room. 

eek oe 


AN 


- Scripture: In the Upper Room 


“And the first day of unleavened bread . 
his disciples said unto him, where wilt th 
that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat 

“And he sendeth forth two of his discipl 
and saith unto them, Go ye into the city . . . 
a large upper room furnished and prepared . 
there make ready for us. ; 

“And his disciples went forth, and ma 
ready. And... he cometh with the twelve. 

“And ... Jesus took bread, and blessed a 
brake it and gave to them, and said, Take, e 
this is my body. 

“And he took the cup, and when he | 
given thanks, he gave it to them: and they 


“drank of it. 


“And he said unto them, This is my ble 
of the new testament, which is shed 


Fs 


many... 4 
“And when they had sung an hymn, tl 
“went out into the mount of Olives.’ 
= 


The Baposi 


ee ik 


2 Service of Preparation 

Prelude 

Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” 
Prayer 

The Direction of Thought (Scripture read- 
ings ) 

Silent Prayer and Meditation, during which 
we shall ask that He shall prepare our 
hearts and minds for the Sacrament. 

To the Upper Room. 


[The Communion of which you are about to par- 
is kept as simple as possible—as simple as the 
- Supper. In order that this may mean as much 
iS as it meant to those who first partook of it, 
will approach it as they did, silently, prayerfully, 
ghtfully, and reverently.) 

f additional hymns are desired during the ser- 
of preparation, these are suggested: “‘Jesus, 
u Joy of Loving Hearts,” and “Come, Thou 
ighty King.’’) 


od Friday Service for Children 


relude 

all to Worship 

rocessional Hymn—"I think when I read 
sweet story...” 

1vocation and Lord’s Prayer 

cripture Reading 

nthem—‘Open Mine Eyes that I may see.” 
interpretation of “The Saviour’s Seven 

- Words.” 

atroduction: 

Jorgiveness— ‘Father, Forgive Them.” 

Duet: ‘If I Have Wounded any Souls Today.” 

Thoughtfulness—‘“With Me in Paradise.” 

Hymn: “O Master Let Me Walk With Thee.” 

Love of Parents—“Behold Thy Son.” 

Duet: “There Is Beauty All Around.” 

Need for God—‘tMy God, My God.” 

Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour.” 

[Thirst for God—‘I Thirst.” 

Poem: “I Heard the Voice of Jesus.” 

Choroughness—‘‘It Is Finished.’ 

dymn: “O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission...” —- 

[rust in God—‘Into Thy Hands.” 

dymn: “I Would be True for There are Those.” 

ummary Benediction Postlude 

A Cross with lighted candles may be used 

the chancel, and announcements may be 

le by young people, or Youth Leader with 
assistance of children.) 

—Gordon W. Mattice, Philadelphia, Penna. 


‘eign Missions Service 


his service was planned by Rev. Walter S. 

nes, Trinity Reformed Church, Amsterdam, 

v York. Special guests at such a service may 

an experienced Missions worker, and the 

| Missionary Society. Young people, espe- 

y the Junior Choir, should have a promi- , 
‘part in such a service. (Service was part 

ay of Prayer for Missions. ) 


Top om 
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Organ Prelude and Silent Prayer 

Processional Hymn—“'Fling Out the Banner’ 

Invocation—The Lord’s Prayer 

Salutation 

Responsive Reading—Psalm 96 

Gloria Patri 

Talk to Young People 

Scripture Reading — Prov. 22:1-9; Matt. 
5 :38-42.- Luke 9:37-62 

Prayer 

Hymn—"We've a Story to Tell to the Na- 
tions” 

Offertory 

Prayer of Dedication—(Congreagtion Stand- 
ing) 

Doxology 

Sermon 

Recessional Hymn—"Ye Christian Heralds 
Go Proclaim”’ 

Benediction 

Organ Postlude 


Easter Sunday Service 


‘Now is Christ risen from the dead and be- 
come the first fruits of them that slept.” 
“Let all things seen and unseen 
Their notes of gladness blend 
For Christ the Lord had risen 
Our joy that hath no end.” 
Organ Meditation: 
a. ‘‘My Heart Ever Faithful’—Bach 
b. “He Shall Feed His Flock’’—Handel 
c. “Mt. Rubideaux’’—Gaul 
Call to Worship 
Choral Introit—'God So Loved the World” 
—Eville 
Processional Hymn: “Jesus Christ Is Risen 
Today” ° 
An Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles 
Creed (Congregation Standing) 
Prayer of Invocation and The Lord’s Prayer 
Anthem: “We Will Be Merry” —Marryott 
The Reading of the Easter Scripture 
Violin Concerto—‘Ait’’—Opus 28—Gold- 
mark r 
Morning Prayer—Choral Response 
Talk to Boys and Girls 
Hymn: Recessional for junior church mem- 
bers, “The Day of Resurrection” _ 
Offertorium for Violoncello —‘'Adagio” — 
Bach-Siloti (Piano Accompaniment) 
The Sermon: “The Miracle of the Opened 
Graves” marl wi 
Easter Solo: “Hosanna’’—Granier 
Prayer and Benediction 
Benediction Response— ‘The Lord Bless You 
and Keep You’—Lutkin 
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Organ Postlude: “Hallelujah Chorus” — 


Handel 
— Arranged by Rev. Gordon W. Mattice, D. D. 


The Expositor: 


“Please be sure that my subscription is not 
permitted to expire, and that I do not miss an 
issue, for I feel The Expositor is one of my 
best helpers in my ministry. Thank you.” 

(Signed G. W. M., Halifax, Pa.) 


Dedication Service—Part of 
Week of Prayer for Peace 


The Community Congregational Church, 
Collbran, Colorado, began its Week of Prayer 
for Peace with the following dedication service, 
in which all members. of the congregation par- 
ticipated. Rev. Erick Bergsman, pastor. The 
printed bulletin carries the names of leaders of 
groups, Sunday School, Choir, and Council, in- 
dicating the part each group had in the Prayer 
Observance. 

Call to Worship by Church Bell 

Organ Prelude 

Lighting of Candles (symbolic of lighting 
the minds and hearts of Christians in their ef- 
forts to carry out the teachings of Jesus) 

Hymn—‘‘Count Your Blessings” 

Prayer—(In Unison) 

Most gracious God, who art ever merciful and 
loving, we commend to Thy Fatherly care the 
' many millions throughout the world who are 
destitute, hungry, cold and homeless. Stir up 
within our hearts a deepened sense of gratitude 
and obligation; may we in addition to our prayers 
give ‘generously of our money, our time, our 
strength that Thy hungry may be fed; Thy naked, 
clothed; Thy lonely and hopeless encouraged and 
made to feel a part®of Thy great family. In 
esus’ Name, we pray. Amen. 

he Gloria—(Congregation seated) 
Scripture reading—Jeremiah 22:1-9; Matt. 
138-42; Luke 9:12-17, 48; 10:29-37. 
Anthem—(Choir) 

Announcements 

Personal meditation before the offering—'‘‘I 
give you everlasting thanks, O God, for the op- 
portunity to become your partner in feeding the 
hungry and healing the sick. Accept my gift, 
and make it a blessing to those in need. We 
ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

. Offertory—(We worship God by dedicating 
our possessions to His needs, to be used accord- 
ing to His will) 

Offertory Prayer 
_ Organ—Followed by dedication of the offer- 
ing (Congregation seated, pastor reads Luke 
3:1-18; dedication prayer) 


Wa 
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Hymn—“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

Pastoral Prayer, closed with Lord’s Prayer | 
unison 

Choral Response 

Hymn—"‘Trust and Obey” 

Meditation by Pastor (especially the meanir 
of our dedication to the purposes and will « 
God in caring for the needs of His children) 

Hymn—'‘‘Anywhere With Jesus” 

Benediction 

Congregation—Last stanza of ““America” ( 
“Battle Hymn of Republic’’) 

Organ Postlude 


The Small One 


By Charles Tazewell, Illustrated by Frankl 
Whitman, Winston, $1.00 

This 32 page, beautifully illustrated, bookle 
size 64, x 8 inches, hard-bound with color. 
cover, will delight the heart of any chil 
Basically a Christmas story, it will be acceptab 
to any child who is old enough to delight 
picture-story books. 


Method in the Face of Danger 


According to reports, the congregation | 
Second Christian Reform Church, Roselan 
Illinois, was assembled for Sunday mornit 
services on November 23, the pastor, The Re 
Wm. Van Rees, in the chancel. 

The pastor announced, “The congregati 
will rise and sing ‘Onward Christian Soldie 
while filing out of the Church.” As the we 
shippers reached the exit, they were met by t 
local fire brigade, come to extinguish a fire 
the basement of the building. The janitor h 
informed the pastor of the hazard, just as t 
service was to begin. ~ 


Teaching Sympathy 
and Understanding 


“What is the best way to teach childr 
sympathy and understanding for each other a 
especially for those less fortunate, the han 
capped ?” > | 

This question was asked of Albert Edwz 
Wiggam, and he answers it as follows, in - 
‘Let's Explore Your Mind’? column in da 
papers. a 

“The best way I’ve ever heard of is practic 
by a school in New England, described by E. 
Lucas. Each term every child has one “bli 
day, one ‘lame’ day, one ‘deaf’ day, and < 
day when he cannot speak. Sst 


~~ 
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“On the blind day his eyes are bandaged, so 
needs help; on the Jame day, on the deaf 
y, on the dumb day, equal handicaps are ex- 
‘ienced, with their need for help. Those who 
p him have themselves had those days. 

Dr. Wiggam concludes his statement with a 
estion of his own, “How about having na- 
nal days like this in all schools?” 

We add, ‘How about having days like this 
individual homes, where members of each 
nily will learn from actual experience; how 
out having days like this in our Churches and 
nday Schools? We might add to the list of 
nd, lame, deaf, dumb days, some “hungry” 
ys, and some days when we pretend that the 
ndicapped one has no knowledge of Jesus 
wist, the Church, and the institutions for 
uch the teachings of Christ are responsible 
long people? 

This would be “religion in action” to thou- 
ids of nominal-Christians, who take all this 
© granted; the practical experience would 
duse the conscience and spiritual life of thou- 
ids, who now are asleep. 


Living Tree 

If faith produce no works, I see 

That faith is not a living tree. 

Thus faith and works together grow; 

No separate life they e’er can know; 

They're soul and body, hand and heart: 

What God hath joined, let no man part! 
—Hannah More. 


yme Dates To Note on 
Your 1948 Calendar 


Ash Wednesday, February 11 
Palm Sunday, March 21 

Good Friday, March 26 

Easter, Sunday, March 28 
Ascension Day, May 6 

Pentecost (Whitsunday), May 16 
Memorial Day, May 30 


rvice for the Adoption of Children 


A Liturgical Service for use in any church in 
serving the adoption of a child may be se- 
red from Morehouse-Gorham Company, 14 
st 41st Street, New York, for 15c. 

Instructions include everything from the 
sition of the pastor conducting the service, 
sition of foster parents, number and position 
witnesses, to hymns, prayers, and formal 
rge to the foster parents, indicating their 
ponsibility to the child to be placed in their 


inuary, T1948 ss 


Organ Dedications 


Organ Dedication Services may be found on 
pages 361-362, August, 1946, issue; pages 505, 
506, November, 1946, issue. 

Organ Recital Programs are on pages 362, 
August, 1946, issue; page 506, 507, November, 
1946, issue. 

Information in answer to many inquiries for 
special dedication services; also programs for 
Recitals, as part of the observance. 


Fireproofing Articles 


Costumes, Flags, Christmas Trees, and many 
other items, presenting a possible fire hazard 
should be fire-proofed. Your own local Fire 
Prevention Bureau, or Fire Insurance Company, 
may have some practical suggestions on this. 

The following formula is suggested by one 
Fire Prevention Bureau: 

3 parts of borax 

21% parts epsom salts 

20 parts of water 

The borax and salts should be dissolved 
separately, then mixed in the water, and 
sprayed on articles which cannot be dipped into 
the solution. Trees, and other stage props — 
should be sprayed; likewise curtains or hang- 
ings, used as Sunday School rooms divisions. 


The Family Altar 


A devotional guide for Family Use, ‘The 
Family Altar,” is presented by John .C. Win- 
ston Company, $2.00, pocket size, as one of a 
series of Christian Herald Press Books, 

Arranged for the specific use indicated by 
the title, there is a brief arrangement for every 
day of the year; pages are attractively illustrated 
to appeal to parents and children, and the type 
is arranged attractively on each page. A com- 
mittee in any local church, concerned in sup- 
plying reading and devotional guides to the 
membership, coupled with the usual “money 
raising” needs, will find “The Family Altar’ a 
book with appeal to every member of the fam- 
ily. The address of The John C. Winston Com- 
pany is Winston Bldg., 1006 Arch St., Phila- 
delphia 7, Pa. It may be well to write for 
prices on the number of copies you may desire 
for the membership, before ordering. 


Sound Mirror a 

A “Sound Mirror’, an instrument for record- 
ing the voice, and then reproducing the record- 
ing, was presented to Northern Seminary 
(Baptist), Chicago, by C. J. Kearney, member 
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of the editorial staff, Chicago Herald American. 
Student preachers at the Seminary (335 at pres- 
ent) will benefit by listening to reproductions 
of their preaching efforts. 

Many active and experienced - preachers 
would welcome such an opportunity, in order 
to improve preaching methods. Donors might 
be found in many communities over the coun- 
try, so “Sound Mirror” installations might be 
made in City Headquarters of Church Councils, 
permitting ministers to rehearse sermons for 
the purpose of improving preaching methods. 


Funeral Manual Kits 


Sets of Manual and four hymnals for Funeral 
use, each in convenient container with snap 
fastener, all black, are still available at $2.50 a 
set. There are too few sets for general advet- 
tising. Ministers interested should send re- 
mittance with orders to The Expositor, subs. 
Dept., East Aurora, N. Y. Orders received 
after present stock is taken will be returned 
promptly. 


The Opened Door 


This is the title of Dr. Mark A. Matthews’ 
famous sermon on Communism and its threat 
to free men. The text is I Cor. 16:9, and it is 
found printed in full on pages 37 through 40, 
volume 7 of The Minister’s Annual, printed 
the fall of 1934, and distributed in great num- 
bers through 1935. 


Prayer for Others 


The Upper Room Publishing Company is 
offering a booklet, “Pray For Others” by Frank 
C. Lauback for 10 cents a copy, 12 for $1.00, 
100 copies for $6.00. 

Ministers will want to read this message, not 
only for their own inspiration and education in 
the art of prayer, but for the help and courage 
they will be able to offer to members in their 
immediate pastorates. 

Also, the list of other booklets in the series 
on prayer, offered by The Upper Room, will 
be invaluable to.many searching for the “hand 
of God” through prayer. 


-Rehabilitating Prisoners 


Because the work of regeneration of those 
citizens who have gone astray, especially the 
youth of the nation, is of prime importance and 
responsibility to every citizen in every com- 
munity of this greatly blessed nation, an article 
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on organizing such work appears in the Decem 
ber issue of the International Journal of Reli 
gious Education, pages 4, 5 and 6. -:The ag 
ticle tells what ‘200 men of Louisville, Ken 
tucky” did and are doing, is written by Burlys 
Pike, an attorney in Louisville, and active 11 
this undertaking. 

This article should be studied by every min 
ister in every community of the U.S.A., fo 
suggestions in forming such groups in loca 
communities, for the reclaiming of citizens wh 
find themselves opposed to law, order anc 
decency. This is not a matter of making oc 
casional or convenient visits to prisons, for th 
purpose of singing hymns or conducting wha 
one returned army officer calls, “Come to Jesu 
Time.” This is a BIG JOB for responsibl 
citizens, who realize that the whole plan mus 
be worked out conscientiously and thoroughly 
and carried out in systematic manner, at grea 
cost of time and money. It will pay dividend 
in years to come, if those released from house 
of correction are able to return to former com 
munity life as useful citizens. 

Crime costs each community in this natio: 
unbelievable sums of taxpayer’s money; it cost 
eminently more in lives, broken through mis 
direction, suffering, and despair. If you can 
not find the December issue of The Interna 
tional Journal in your local Church Federatio 
reading room, or local library, you may b 
able to secure a copy by sending 20 cents t 
the Journal office, 203 No. Wabash Avenue 
Chicago 1, Ill. Please do not send post card 
without fee. 


New Organ Percussion 


sieeieiineenn recs: 
The new organ percussion, manufactured | 
Maas-Rowe Electromusic Corp., Los Angeles, 
arousing marked interest among organists 
organ builders. This organ percussion, kno 
as the Vibrachord, is adaptable for use 
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th separate keyboard or from any organ 
anual; the Vibrachord supplements the stand- 
d organ stops and includes in addition an 
hereal Dolce; Celesta; a normal organ Harp 
p; Muted Harp for accompaniment; Orches- 
i Bells, and the new tone of the Vibrachord 
elf, spoken of as the ‘‘miracle-toned harp.” 
The Manufacturer, Maas-Rose Electromusic 
rp., says the tones are true percussion tones, 
oduced by the striking of felted hammers on 
#monically tuned steel bars. No use is made 
any synthetic tones; all are permanently 
ned, harmonically, at the factory, to standard 
-440, unless otherwise ordered. 

There are 44 notes, compass F to C chro- 
atic; volume is controlled on organs by the 
rell pedal; on pianos or single-manual organs 
e volume is controlled by a knee swell; action 
instantaneous, and the control panel gives 
ygertip control of all stops. 

An important feature of the Vibrachord con- 
ruction is its adaptability for use in conjunc- 
yn with Maas Amplified Tower Carillons and 
ithedral Chimes, thus becoming an effective 
pplement to the music of churches and other 
stitutions. Full details are available from 
aas-Rowe Electromusic Corp.; readers will 
id Maas Chimes in the “Where to Buy” 
dex under ‘Bells and Chimes” every issue. 


lortgage Burning Service 


Burning of the mortgage of St. Matthias 
niscopal Church, East Aurora, New York, 
inday morning, June 29, preceded the con- 
cration ceremonies by the Bishop of Western 
ew York, the Rt. Rev. Cameron J. Davis. 
Letters of congratulation were read from 
mer parishioners, former rector, local pastors 
id members who made the present building 
yssible. 
Early records were read, disclosing an Epis- 
pal colony in the community in 1833, when 
e Rev. Isaac Garvin, apparently the first 
issionary there, was named to act as minister 
the congregation; wardens and vestrymen 
sre named on the same date, Dec. 29, 1833. 
ne congregation held a meeting on Feb. 24, 


369, St. Matthias day, at the Universalist. 


eeting house in Aurora, for the purpose of 
corporating. A place of worship was erected 
1870, and enlarged in 1897. The corner- 
me of the present building was laid Sept. 10, 
27; the church dedicated May 20, 1928, now 
bt free. 
Preceded by members of the choir, wardens 
d vestrymen, Bishop Davis and the pastor 
sroached the door leading into the sanctuary; 
admitted, the procession proceeded up 


the aisle, Bishop Davis and the pastor repeat- 
ing antiphonally the 24th Psalm. After sen- 
tences of consecration were pronounced, the 
certificate of consecration was read and placed 
upon the altar. The bishop addressed the 
congregation on “The Renewal of Faith.” 


Christian Teachers Needed 


Before the war the American birthrate was 
approximately 18 to 1,000. According to ex- 
pert opinion it is at present approximately 29 
to 1,000. 

These figures mean that within 6 years, 
the public schools, already crowded to capacity, 
will be making room for a vastly increased 
juvenile attendance. In a decade the high 
schools will be facing their most serious prob- 
lem of accommodations. 

The amazing totals in enrollment being 
reported by practically every educational insti- 
tution of college grade are of very great sig- 
nificance. The college-trained population of 
the U. S. A. will rise literally by millions dur- 
ing the next 10 years; college people send their 
children to college; the early 1960’s will see 
records of which 1948 is not now even dream- 
ing. 

This situation lays an entirely new responsi- 
bility upon the church-related colleges. Pro- 


-grams must be prepared; buildings and equip- 


ment must be made available; and above all 
Christian teachers must be trained. 

Probably the weakest link in the system of 
church-related education comes exactly at the 
point of trained Christian instructor. The 
most difficult problem administrators of church- 
related colleges face is finding capable instruc- 
tors, with satisfactory academic standing and 
devout and loyal Christians. ... The supreme 
need in the Protestant system of education is 
for a graduate school of unquestioned academic 


integrity, which is unquestionably loyal to the 


basic traditions and convictions of the Chris- 
tian faith. There are at present a few such 
schools which could be developed into highly 
valuable institutions, if we are wise enough 
and far-sighted enough to provide the necessary 
financial resources. Laboratories and libraries 
do cost money.—Ed7torial, Christian Advocate. 


Routine Tasks = 


Small, routine tasks seldom seem important, and 
may appear to have no relationship to God’s work, 
but in briefing His ambassadors for carrying out His 
missions among men, God dignifies every phase of 
work in routine. Enthusiasm, obedience and trust in 


God’s love ennobles all life. 
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“Or tomorrow.” James 4:13. 
CW hile it is called today.’ Heb. 3:13. 


T IS not only in the Bible that Today en- 
treats us. and Tomorrow warns us. It is 
not only the patriarch and the prophet, the 

apostles and the martyr, the psalmist and the 
proverb maker of the Bible, and Jesus Himself, 
who speak to us of the greatness of today and 
tell us of the dangers of tomorrow. All nature 
also says this with eloquent voice. The prov- 
idences and the experiences, the joys and the 
sorrows of life, vanished faces and silent voices, 
shut doors and closing gates of opportunity, 
with earnest and eloquent voice say to us, 
“While it is called Today, harden not your 
heart”. “Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for 
thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.” 


I. The Victims of Tomorrow . 


Before we salute the Victors of Today, let 
us contemplate the Victims of Tomorrow. The 
prophet Isaiah speaks of careless and unworthy 
men of his day who ate having a good time, 
eating and drinking and making merry, living 
without God, and who thought, like the Rich 
Fool in Christ’s parable, that they could go on 
doing this for indefinite Tomorrows. ‘“Tomor- 
tow,’ they said, “‘shall be as this day.’’ But 
that is a‘dangerous, and ofttimes, a fatal delu- 
sion. Tomorrow is really never the same as 
Today. You can never count on it that in op- 
portunity, in strength, in the responsiveness of 
your heart, Tomorrow will be as Today. 

Even in the interest and affairs of this world, 
Tomorrow is a dangerous word. When Absa- 
lom rebelled against his father David and 
drove him out of Jerusalem, he had for a coun- 
sellor and co-conspirator, the wise and crafty 
Ahithophel. When Absalom sought the counsel 
of Ahithophel, he advised him first of all to 
commit a deed of turpitude and shame towards 
David’s household and wives, which would 
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‘(THB PULPIT 
TOMORROW AND 


TODAY 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


make him abhorred of David and render in 
possible a reconciliation. Then he counselle 
Absalom to let him take twelve thousand trooj 
and pursue David and overtake him that vei 
night, while the king was distraught and wea 
and weak handed, and before he could gath 
his loyal subjects to the royal standard. So fi 
as the interests of Absalom were concerned, 
was the wise and proper course to follow; an 
had Absalom acted upon it at once, David an 
his army would have been destroyed. But the: 
was another counsellor, Hushai, a real frien 
of David, but who pretended to have the i1 
terests of Absalom at heart. When Absalo: 
consulted him, Hushai reminded him th 
David and his followers, and men like th 
veteran Joab, were mighty men of war, an 
that David would be “like a bear robbed « 
her whelps in the field.’’ It would be rash fe 
Absalom to attack him until he knew his exa 
position and the strength of the army that w 
with him. The better course, Hushai counselle 
was first of all to recruit a large army, fro 
Dan to Beersheba, and then lead them out hin 
self to battle against David. “And we wi 
light upon him as the dew shall fall upon t 
ground; and of him and all the men that a 
with him there shall not be left as much — 
one.” 
Deceived by the eloquent plausibility | 
Hushai, Absalom decided to follow this fooli: 
counsel, and instead of attacking at onc 
waited until he had recruited a large army ar 


then marched against David. By that tin 


David’s forces were well organized, and in tl 


“great battle in the Wood of Ephraim the arr 


of Absalom was easily routed, and Absalo 
himself, caught in the branches of an oak 
the luxuriant tresses of his golden hair, ¥ 
transfixed by the darts from the hand of J 
and his body. flung into the pit in the midst 
the wood, instead of reposing in that beauti 
and costly mausoleum, Absalom’s Pillar, -w! 


The Exposi 


iad prepared for himself in the king’s dale. 
alom’s epitaph was ‘““Tomorrow’’. 
nother victim of Tomorrow was the first 
g of Israel, Saul. More than any other man 
he Bible, Saul said, ‘I have sinned,’ and 
etimes said it with tears. Again and again, 
yoked as if Saul was really going to repent 
change his ways against David and against 
|. But he never did. When you turn the 
es of the Book of Samuel you find that the 
| of Tomorrow is always the same Saul as 
Saul of Yesterday. At length the day 
e when the word Tomorrow was taken out 
Saul’s mouth and, spoken by another, be- 
e the word of judgment and doom. Saul 
come to his last Tomorrow. As he leaned 
his sword as the sun was going down there 
the slopes of Gilboa and saw the mighty 
: of the Philistines which was pitched in the 
ey below him, Saul had deep misgivings as 
he morrow and the issue of the battle. In 
distress he went in disguise to the cave of 
Witch of Endor, and asked her to call up 
uel, the same Samuel who had kissed him 
anointed him as king, the Samuel who had 
ed for him and warned him and wept over 
. When Samuel came up out of the world 
spirits he said to Saul, ‘Why hast thou 
ibled me to bring me up? Tomorrow shalt 
1 and thy sons be with me!” That was 
ls Tomorrow; the Tomorrow of disaster 
retribution and death. Then Saul could no 
ger say, as he had said so many times, to 
wel and to David and to God, “I have 
ied,” for now he had sinned away his day 
grace. The only Tomorrow he had was 
terday. 
inother victim of Tomorrow was that rich 
prosperous man of Christ’s immortal tale, 
man who had not room where to bestow 
fruits, and who said, “I will pull down my 
as and build greater, and there I will be- 
vy all my fruits and my goods, and I will 
to my soul, Soul thou hast much goods 
up for many years; take thine ease, eat, 
1k and be merry.” There was only one thing 
ng in this man’s reckoning, only one weak 
ik in the platform he was building for his 
He was counting on time; he was count- 
on Tomorrow. He looked up the lifeline 
xis family and saw how long his father and 
grandfather had lived. He remembered 
he had never been a dissipated man, and 
concluded that he had many years before 
. “I ought to be good,” he said, to him- 
, “for at least twenty years.” But God said 
1im, “Thou Fool, this night thy soul shall. 
required of thee.” Tomorrow came; the 
day dawned as it had dawned ever since 
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the first day rose out of the darkness. The sun 
shone upon the rich man’s fields and bursting 
barns, but he saw it not. He had counted on 
Tomorrow and Tomorrow failed him. 


Il. The Victors of Today 


One of the greatest men of the Bible was 
Samuel. As he lay sleeping in the Holy House 
at Shiloh he heard the voice of God speaking 
to him and answered immediately, “Speak, Lord, 
for thy servant heareth.’’ Back of the noble 
character and the great life of Samuel was that 
quick response to the voice of God. 

One spring day at Jericho a blind beggar sat 
in his accustomed place outside the walls of 
Jericho, hoping that some of those who passed 
by would throw a penny into his cup. But that 
day he was going to get a greater gift than 
he ever imagined. As he sat there wondering 
what the day would bring him, he suddenly 
heard the scuffing of many feet and-the mur- 
mur of many voices. As the procession came 
nearer he reached out his hand and seized the 
skirt of a passerby and said to him, “What is 
the excitement? What is the meaning of this 
crowd? Who is coming?” The man pulled 
his skirt free, and hurrying on called over his 
shoulder, “Jesus of Nazareth passeth by!” 
“Jesus of Nazareth!’’ Bartimaeus had heard of 
him before. He had heard of his miracles and 
how he had even opened the eyes: of a blind 
man. “Perhaps,” said poor Bartimaeus to him- 
self, “If I call on him he will have mercy on 
me and open my eyes also.” He waited until 
with his practisied ear he knew that the center 
of the procession was just in front of him; and 
then, lifting up his voice, cried out, “Jesus, 
thou Son of David, have mercy upon me!” 
His fellow beggars reached over and struck him 
with their staves, and the passersby in the 
crowd told him to keep silent. But Bartimaeus 
knew that was his only chance, and again, and 
louder than before, he called out, ‘Jesus, thou 
son of David, have mercy upon me!” And 
Jesus heard him, and immediately stood still, 
and called him to him and said to him, “What 
wilt thou that I should do unto thee?’ And 
trembling, Bartimaeus answered, ‘‘Lord, that I 
might receive my sight!’ Jesus said to him, 
“Receive thy sight. Thy faith hath healed 
thee!’ If Bartimaeus had waited until the 
crowd had gone, until sometime when he 
thought he could speak to Jesus when he was 
alone, or if he had waited until Jesus came 
again to Jericho, his eyes would never have 
been opened. Jesus never came again. This 
was his first and only chance, and he acted 
upon it. He was a Victor of Today. 

The Ninth Hour was just about to strike, 
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and darkness was coming down on the skull 
shaped hill of Golgotha outside the walls of 
the city where the three crosses stood, the cross 
of Jesus in the center, and those of the two 
robbers and murderers, one on the right hand 
and one on the left. One of the robbers was 
still mocking and taunting and cursing Jesus, 
and so he was to die. But the other, visited by 
a ray of Divine Light, moved to repentance by 
the Holy Spirit, turned the head on his tor- 
tured body toward the Dying Son of God and 
at the last moment prayed, ‘‘Jesus, remember 
me when thou comest in thy kingdom.” And 
with the light of heaven flaming in his face 
and illuminating the darkness that had come 
down over the cross, Jesus answered, “Today 
shalt thou be with me in Paradise.” The Peni- 
tent Thief was a Victor of Today. 

There are two reasons why Today is man’s 
great friend and Tomorrow his great enemy. 
One reason is the obvious uncertainty and 
transciency of human life. I have counted in the 
Bible as many as twenty-one metaphors which 
express the brevity of life and the uncertainty 
of tomorrow. With its incomparable poetry 
the Bible drives home this truth more than any 
other truth which its pages teach. Our life is 
as narrow as a hand breadth, swifter than a 
weavers shuttle, water spilt on the ground, a 
leaf driven to and fro, the flower of the field 
that is cut down, a tale that is told, a shadow 
that declineth, a vapor that appeareth for a 
little time and then vanisheth away. 

“The clock of life is wound but once, 
And no man has the power 

To tell just when the hands will stop 
At late or early hour.” 


Therefore, “boast not thyself of tomorrow,” 


for you do not know if you will be here to- 
morrow. 

The other reason why Tomorrow is danger- 
ous and Today is safe, is that the disposition 
of the heart changes. The soul, like the soil, 
has its seasons. Today you. may be impressed 
by the truth of the Gospel and drawn towards 
Christ. But if you do not act upon that im- 
pression and wait till tomorrow, you may find 
that that impression has vanished. That un- 
doubtedly was the case with the Roman pro- 
curator, Felix, who trembled when Paul 


preached to him of righteousness and temper- 


ance and judgment to come. Felix was deeply 
stirred; but he said to Paul, “Go thy way for 
this time. When I have a convenient season 
I will call for thee.” And he frequently did 
call for Paul, and often “communed with him,” 
Luke tells us, but never again did Paul’s preach- 
ing make Felix tremble. His hour had passed. 
Felix left Paul in prison clear to the end of 
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his term of office as governor, hoping, that I 
could get a bribe from Paul and his friends 1 
set him free. What a tragedy! The man wk 
may not have been far from the Kingdom < 
God, and whose soul was shaken by the preacl 
ing of the apostle, and now all he wants to g 
out of Paul is a bribe! 

In his famous book, “THE IDIOT” whi 
is largely autobiographic, the great Russiz 
writer, Feodor Dostoevsky, relates the emotio! 
through which he passed during what he su 
posed would be the last five minutes of his lif 
Three men, their heads covered with a bla 
hood, had already been fastened to the exec 
tion posts. The soldiers stood in front of the 
with their rifles at their shoulders. Dostoevsl 
was sixth in the list. In five minutes he kne 
as he stood there waiting for the command — 
fire, his life would be over. At the last m 
ment the prosecutor came forward and read 
proclamation of pardon. 

The value of time became real to the co 
demned man only when he supposed that | 
had but five minutes left in his life. Then | 
felt that if he were permitted to escape dea 
and live again he would spend no single m 
ment lightly, and every moment of time wou 
be a century in its value. There is no dou 
that if you and I were in a similar circumstanc 
we would feel as he felt. We would know tl 
value of a day, an hour, a moment for doit 
the thing which ought to be done. If there is 

-word of appreciation you would speak, | 
amendment you would make, a kindness y 
would do, an evil habit you would conqu 
Today, not Tomorrow is your time. Above a 
Today is the time for the soul, the time f 
repentance, the time for faith. The Gost 
says, Today, never Tomorrow. ‘‘While it 
called Today.” “Seek ye the Lord while . 
may be found, call upon him when he is nea 


Personal Limitations : 
It is never easy to become reconciled to the fact 
one’s limitations, whether these be of body or mi 
or soul. We naturally rebel, especially in our you 
ful days, at the thought that there is anything - 
cannot do. True wisdom, however, will enable 
' to recognize that there are certain things that ; 
beyond us, and that our own abilities and tale 
are often not sufficient for the tasks that need to 
done. The Apostle Paul, whose physical limitatic 
were often a great burden to him, reminds a 
“we have this treasure in earthen vessels.’ This ] 
son must be learned before we can come to the 


where we depend less on self and more upon © 
divine wisdom and power. Then will we be | 
. prepared in spirit for the Master’s use, not as th 
who ‘“‘do things for God,” but as those who are r 
and willing for God to do His work through v 
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FROM BETHEL 
TO JABBOK 


DONALD A. 


N Frederic Wakeman’s current novel. 
“The Hucksters”, which has to do with 
the radio-commercial world, one be- 

es fascinated by the use of the word “‘sin- 

". The leading character uses the word 

n and again, but always with his tongue in 

cheek. He makes careful choice of his 

hes when going to apply for a job, in order 
he may appear to be “‘sincere’’. He suggests 
thers that if they expect to advance in the 
ness world, they must appear to be “‘sin- 

». Always it is used as a sort of pose, a 

1 of cloak which one wraps about himself, 

tder to create a certain impression. 

ne is constantly reminded of Jesus’ char- 

rization of the Pharisees, whose chief reli- 

Is concern was creating an impression of 

y. If one stood in the market place and 

red loudly, so that all could hear, he was 

to be very religious. If he covered himself 

1 sackcloth and ashes, and obeyed the mul- 

dinous rules that had to do with Sabbath 

srvance and sacrifice, his religion was not 
stioned. That is, it was not questioned until 

s came along. 

ssus pointed out the futility of wearing 

s religion like a cloak, and said that the 

ness of one’s soul was the important thing. 

said it was the fruit of one’s religion that 
ited. He said that such faulty religion re- 
ded him of dirty dishes that were nice and 

y on the outside, but filthy inside. He said 

minded him of tombs whose white stones 

ened in the sun, but which were known 
aouse rotting bones. Religion for Jesus 
never a pose. It was honest, simple living, 
direct application of certain God-like prin- 
2s, in the natural progression of one’s life. 
vas seeing God’s will and understanding 
such vision could be translated into simple 
ettainly none of us has intentionally as- 
ed Christianity as a pose. There may be 

\in isolated cases where a man has pro- 

sd Christianity or joined church to advance 

business career, or to create an impression. 
such instances would doubtless be unique. 

_yet, I am not at all sure that our religion 

not become a pose sometimes. I wish it 
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were possible for every one of us to experience 
in some way, the whole historical progression 
of Christianity. We need to see clearly the 
entire Hebrew background upon which our re- 
ligion has been built. We need to walk the 
hills and the lake shores with Jesus Christ, to 
share the simplicity of His teachings. We need 
to experience the dangers that threatened the 
early Christians as they worshipped in the cata- 
combs and made their secret signs to one 
another. We need to stand in the open fields 
and listen to the burning evangelism of the 
reformation preachers. We need to visit the 
“tenderloins” of our great cities with their 
needs; to understand the vital demands Christ 
makes in our daily contacts; to see the need for 
Christian action in community, national and 
international affairs. 

It is a tragedy that one can be called Chris- 
tian without having made the slightest gesture 
toward advancing the Church of Christ and the 
Kingdom of God, and it ought not to be so. 
It is not enough to have been born of Christian 
parents. It is not enough to have joined a 
church. It is not enough to use the pious lan- 
guage of religion, or to cherish the Bible as 
some sacted relic, or to have one’s name among 
the officiary. It is not even enough to have 
had some dramatic experience in the past, upon 
whose memory one has existed as upon the 
dwindling fortune of one’s material heritage. 


It may be true, as has been said in Proverbs, » 


that ‘where there is no vision the people per- 
ish’; but one’s vision must be translated into 
action or it will become as worthless and as 
dangerous as a stagnant pool of water. 


Let us recall those two great experiences out 


of the life of Jacob as they are given to us 
in the thirty-second and thirty-third chapters of 
Genesis. Jacob’s religious experience was a 
growth, as that of every man must be. And 
we do not condemn him for not having ac- 
quired all at once that perfect God-relation. His 
first religious experience came to him as a sort 
of vision. He had left his father’s house, as 
many a young man has done, to make his own 
way in the world. And when he reached a 
certain place, which he later called Bethel, he 
had a dream. He saw a ladder set up upon the 


eatth; the top of it reached to heaven and 


angels were going up and down. 


Page 27 


And the Lord stood above it and spoke to 
Jacob and they made a covenant. The Lord 
said He would take care of Jacob wherever he 
went. There is no doubt but that Jacob had 
been in the presence of God. There had come 
to him a peculiar awareness of His Heavenly 
Father, which he was never to forget. And he 
was so impressed that he built an altar and wor- 
shipped the Lord, right there. 

But there were a lot of things in this young 
man’s life that were wrong, and about which 
he needed to learn. He had deceived his 
father; he had cheated his brother; he was 
selfish and proud; and he had not learned how 
to get along with other people. 

The second experience comes after some 
twenty years of learning. In his service to his 
uncle, Laban, he was made humble. In his 
long absence from home he had learned true 
values. He was oppressed by the fear of his 
brother and a consciousness of his own failures. 
It was at the fiord Jabbok, on his journey home- 
ward, that Jacob really found the way. He de- 
scribed it by saying that he wrestled with the 
Lord. And that is a very adequate description 
for any man’s struggle with his inner self. And 
at last he saw what he must do. He sent gifts 
in advance to his brother Esau, and then went 
out with head erect, but with humbleness of 
spirit, to meet his twin. And the meeting of 
those two is too beautiful to look upon. Jacob 
had learned that worshiping God is to live 


according to God’s will to be able to look one’s 
brother straight in the eye. 

There are religions that place the emphasis 
upon contemplation alone. They intimate that 
if one can translate one’s self into a sort of 
mystical aloofness the supreme ideal has been 
accomplished. But that is not the teaching of 
Christianity. Jesus withdrew for spiritual re- 
freshment oftentimes, of course. And He rec- 
ommended such prayer and worship to His fol- 
lowers. But it was always as a means of ac- 
complishing God’s will, and never as an end 
in itself. The gospel of Jesus Christ is, by its 
very nature, an active thing. It lives only as 
it moves. It must always travel from Bethel to 
Jabbok; from the Mount of Transfiguration to 
the people in the valley; from rich experience 
and vision to the working of God’s will in the 
world. 

This truth was made clear many times as 
Jesus. answered the questions of those who 
would become His followers. The rich young 
man must learn to share his wealth with others 
in need. Zaccheus must repair the wrongs he 
has done to those who trusted him. The law- 
yer must be brotherly, as the good Samaritan 
was brotherly to the Jew he found robbed and 
beaten. The way of God is a way filled with 
doing for others. And all our religious pro- 
fession and pious gestures are as nothing unless 
they are translated into doing. 

We need to LIVE for Christ. 


(oO — a) 


THE REFRESHMENT OF 
LIVING WATER 


NORMAN E. 


E ARE so accustomed to water that we 
take it altogether for granted. We 
merely turn on a tap and water comes. 

That is all there is to it. It is easier to obtain 
than sunshine and almost as cheap. Most of 
our homes have taps from which water issues 
either hot or cold, as we desire. We accept the 
fact of water with utter complacency. Only 
when an eatthquake breaks water mains or, 
paradoxically, a flood of water destroys the 
supply, are we actually conscious of water. 

But the early settlers of Southern California 
knew its value and treasured every drop which 
found its way into their barrels or cisterns, The 
whitened bones of men and animals in Death 
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NYGAARD | 
Valley, and various other deserts, testified grim- 
ly to the horrible deaths that men die without _ 
this most vital of life’s necessities. — 

The Israelites, travelling in the wilderness, 
knew the value of water, fresh, living water, 
and their murmurings against Moses were often | 
the despairing cry of folk whose lips were 
parched and who saw their children slowly | 
desicating for want of the precious fluid. Even 
meribah, or bitter waters are better than none 
at all, when one is consumed by thirst. . 

That woman, too, who came to the well in 
Samaria to find Jesus seated there, knew its 
value. When Jesus told her that He had the 
key to a well of living water which sprang uy 
without fail, everlastingly, lim 


Se 


iP 


she said to Ais a 


ulsively, “Sir, give me this water, that I thirst 
ot, neither come hither to draw.’ Cool, re- 
‘eshing water, a veritable ‘shower of bless- 
ig,’ how the highland people of Israel 
caved it! 

In the light of this oriental regard for water, 
would speak of the living water which Jesus 
tomised in the memorable interview beside 
acob’s well. And I would remind you of 
aree important facts concerning water. 

First of all, water is food. This fact is well- 
mown in every section of the country where 
ffigation is necessary. Any place, without 
vater, would be a desert. With water, the 
esert blossoms as the rose. The greater por- 
on of every particle of food that we take into 
ur bodies is water. Water itself comprises the 
irgest content of our bodies. A tree in a 
esert, no matter how rich the soil, brings forth 
thing. It will not even develop. The rich 
unerals of the soil must be taken into solution 
efore they can be absorbed by the tree you set 
ut in the soil. 

There is no richer soil anywhere in the world 
gan in the great American ‘“‘dust bowl’, as it 
yas called not many years ago, and yet there 
vere years when the wheat, which hopeful 
armers planted there, did not even germinate. 
“he seed was good but the seed needed moist 
arth if it were to sprout, earth that could yield 
p its fertility through the medium of water. 

There are undoubtedly many Buddhists, 
nany Hindus, many Confucianists who have 
plendid qualities of heart and mind. There is 
nuch that is good and beautiful in these faiths 
hemselves. And such altogether sympathetic 
Missionaries as E. Stanley Jones, Sam Higgin- 
yottam, and Walter Judd, have sought to find 
ives transformed through the medium of these 
ood qualities. Without exception, however, 
hey have come back from their posts on the 
oreign field to say that such lives were not to 
ve found. 

The mineral content was there in the soil, 
vat it needed the transforming power of the 
Water of Life, to change it and use it so that 
ouls planted in it might bring forth thirty, 
ixty, and one hundred-fold. That water was 
acking and the very lack of it produces 
terility. It is beyond my comprehension that 
ny of us who have an abundant water supply 
f grace, through Jesus Christ, should want to 
onserve it for ourselves alone. When that 
rater flows so freely from the throne of God, 
t would seem as if we would want to have it 
to the very ends of the earth, to fructify it. 
“It is also true that unless we are willing to 
are our blessing of Living Water, the dark 
ds of dust from the unwatered regions will 
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darken our skies. When we lived in the 
shadow of the mighty Rockies, we always had 
water, fresh, clear water from the high moun- 
tains. We never lacked, although each year 
we were afraid that there might be a shortage 
of moisture. But never will I forget those two 
days of black terror when the winds which had 
blown the dust of the bowl eastward, clouding 
the skies as far away as Ohio and Pennsylvania, 
suddenly switched and blew toward the west. 

We felt no breeze at the foot of the peaks. 
The mountains cut off the winds but the air 
was full of dust in suspension. It sifted down 
gently upon every living thing. The very 
silence was portentous. The outlines of the 
peaks faded. The sun was gone from the 
brown sky. It felt as if the end of the earth 
was at hand. So, good friends, will our na- 
tion be, if we fail to send living water to the 
bare places of the earth. 

Water is life. The search for water is more 
fundamental than the search for gold. Christ 
said, concerning His Kingdom, that we should 
first seek it. “All these things,” He said 
further, “will be added unto you.” If I were 
told today of a virgin country where gold was 
to be found in abundance, the first question 
that I should want to ask about the country 
would be this, “Is water to be found there?” 
As I work to mine the gold, will I have water 
to drink, water to use in panning for gold, 
or is the country a desert? If you tell me that 
there will be no water supply anywhere and 
that I shall have to live without the precious 
fluid, I will tell you that you can have the gold 
and I will take the water. If I may have the 
gold and the water I will gladly take both, but 
water comes first. 

But, you would remind me, you have gone 
into the desert and have seen plants growing 
there. You have seen various kinds of rep- 
tiles there, forms of animal life which have not 
had a drink of water for years. That is a 
phenomenon which has puzzled many scien- 
tists, particularly the zoologists. The botanists, 
of course, have discovered that the desert plants 
had particularly long roots. I have seen yucca 
plants whose roots went down into the ground 
for many feet. 

But rattle-snakes and gila monsters have no 
roots. Yet they live in the desert. Raymond 
L. Ditmars, in his interesting volume, ‘The 
Making Of A Scientist,” possibly supplies the 
answer. He discovered in nights spent in the 
desert that his equipment would be covered 
with dew the next morning. So, he has de- 
cided, the desert reptiles have taken in water 
through the pores of their skins. They have 
literally breathed in the pure dew of the morn- 
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ing. Without living water they would die. 
With but a little living water they are able to 
eke out a perilous existence. 

There are those everywhere in the world who 
live on a very small margin of living water. 
They might drink copiously, if they would, but 
instead they drink sparingly, if at all. The 
water comes into their lives through no voli- 
tion of their own. They do have the water but 
they have not seen fit to drink abundantly. 
“Lo, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters.”” Come and slake your thirst. Come 
and drink to your hearts’ content. Come, with- 
out money and without price. The life-giving 
waters are a free gift of God. Drink and your 
souls shall live. 

Last of all—and I have implied it elsewhere 
—if we would live we must share the living 


water. Water is food. Water is life. Since it 
is such it must not be alone for us. It must 
be for all folk, everywhere. When Jesus 


speaks of living water, He speaks of running 
water, springing forth from the rock. If you 
want to lose that water try to keep it for your- 
self. Water that is not put to use becomes 
brackish. Mosquitoes breed in stagnant, muddy 
pools, and send forth their pestilential brood. 
Living, moving, leaping water will not permit 
them to grow. Therefore, if you would have 
water for yourself, share your living water. 
That is exactly what Jesus did. 

From His Father, the Master ever received a 
supply of fresh water. By prayer and com- 
munion with Him, the Master’s thirst was for- 
ever assuaged. Like us, He too, hungered and 
thirsted after righteousness, and when He was 
filled He became a spring of cool, crystal-clear 
water from which all the thirsty might drink. 

But notice now the promise that He makes. 
Whosoever comes to drink at the fountain of 
Life has his thirst quenched. And then the 
miracle occurs. Having drunk to the fill, he 
himself becomes a fountain of Living Waters. 
By their fruits shall ye know them. There are 
those who say that they have drunk of the 
fountain of eternal life, that they have 
quenched their thirst at His precious, life- giv- 
ing stream, but they themselves are like dry 
water-holes. There is a little caked mud around 
the edge. There is evidence of some small 
amount of water having once been present but 
the spring has dried up. No water flows from 
their lives any longer. 

Sir Sidney Smith, a great Christian soldier, 
lay dying on the battle field. A passing 
stretcher-bearer came up to him with an out- 
stretched canteen which he gave him, assuring 
‘him that he would return. There was little 
_ water left in it, for more than one man had 
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been given a drink from it. He was raising 1 
to his lips when he saw a young soldier lookin; 
at it with longing eyes. Touching the flask t 
his lips, though he took none of the preciou 
fluid, he pretended to drink it, and then passec 
it to the young man, telling him to finish thi 
flask. Shortly afterwards Sir Sidney died. Bu 
even in his dying he had become what Jesu 
said those who drink of Him should become— 
“a well of water springing up into everlastin; 
lites 

I invite you today, in the Master’s name, te 
come and drink. If you do, you will go ou 
from the Lord’s house, today, as living foun 
tains of water. If you come to Christ who ha: 
also been called by the Gospel writer, “the 
light of the world’’ to have the flame of you 
soul kindled, you will become “‘cities set upot 
hills which cannot be hid’, and ‘‘candles se 
upon tables which give light unto all that are 
in the house.” The sharing of light and the 
sharing of living water, this is the great task 
of the Christian. All who will may have < 
part in this venture in faith. 


THE WORD | 
OF CHALLENGE 


WALTER R. YOUNG 


\ 


“Go’’—John 8:11; Luke 10:37; Matt. 28:19 


F ALL of the words that Jesus spoke 
what is the most challenging? As the 


crowds thronged about Him and lis. 
tened to His preaching, what was the most 
challenging word they heard? As the sick ane 
the sinners came to Him for healing, what wa: 
His most challenging word for them? As the 
Disciples sat at His feet, eagerly waiting His 
instruction, what was His most challenging 
word ? : r 
The most challenging word that Jesus evel 
spoke was “Go’’. It is a little word, yet if 
wee the entire challenge of the Christiar 
ite, = 
Jesus spoke this word on many occasiGam 
One day He was teaching in the Temple. ", 
great crowd was gathered about Him, for Hi: 
fame had gone abroad. As He taught them, 
company of Scribes and Pharisees entered the 
Temple court. In their midst was a womar 
who was weeping. They pushed through t 
crowd and brought her to Jesus, and sai 
“Master, this woman was taken in adultes 
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Sa) ae 


2 law of Moses declares that such should be 
ned to death. What sayest Thou?” 

vesus bowed His head, as if He had not 
itd them, and silently He wrote upon the 
vund. They pressed Him to speak, and 
uly He lifted His head and said with quiet 
wiction, ‘“He that is without sin among you, 
him cast the first stone.” And stooping 
wn Jesus continued His writing upon the 
und. The accusing crowd looked at Him; 
y looked at the sinful woman; they looked 
one another, and one by one they walked 
ay, every man condemned by his own con- 
once, 

lesus was left alone with the woman. When 
y were thus alone Jesus, looked at her and 
1, “Woman, where are thine accusers? Does 
one now condemn thee?” And she an- 
sted, “No one, Lord.” Then Jesus said 
‘either do I condemn thee, go and sin no 
fe.” “Go'’. That is His word of challenge 
the sinner redeemed. It is a word of chal- 
ge to live a righteous life. 

We need that word of challenge today. This 
tld of ours does need to be called to re- 
itance and righteousness. 

A few days ago I had a mysterious telephone 
I. It was a call asking me to visit the bed- 
e of a stranger who was sick in a hotel room 
our city. The thing that made the call mys- 
ious was the promise that they had some- 
ng interesting to tell me. I answered that 
1. And for an hour I listened to a story 
tragedy and bitterness and sin. I listened 
one who had seen gambling and looseness 
1 lewdness, both in high places and in low. 
istened as name after name was mentioned— 
mes that are prominent in the political, so- 
| and religious life of our city. And as I 
‘ened I bowed my head in shame and asked 


self, “Oh, God, is this a Christian land? Is 


s Christian leadership?” 
| wish that the story I heard were not true. 
t it is. It is tragically true. It is tragically 


e that a great many of our leaders who sit 


judgment upon others, are themselves guilty 
gross sin. It is tragically true that many in 
th places are wallowing in filth. It is trag- 
lly true that many of our Christian leaders 
‘not walking in the light of temperance and 
hteousness. It is tragically true that many 
walking in moral darkness. 

To these, to you, yes, to all this world that 
10w feeling the scourge of the red horseman 
war, the living Christ still sends this word 
challenge. “Go, and sin no more.” Lest a 
tse tragedy befall us, let us go and sin no 
tre. Lest judgment overtake us, let us go 
| sin no more. That the blessing of God 
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may be upon us, let us go and sin no more. 
“Go”. This is His word of challenge to live 
a life of righteousness. 

One day as Jesus was talking with His dis- 
ciples a certain lawyer came to Him asking, 
“Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” And Jesus said, “What is written in 
the law? What does the law say?” And the 
lawyer answered, ‘““Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all 
thy mind: and thy neighbour as thyself.’ As 
he spoke Jesus nodded His approval and said, 
“Thou hast answered right: this do and thou 
shalt live.” And the lawyer, wanting to talk 
further said, ‘‘But who is my neighbour?” 

Then Jesus spoke to him in parable, and 
told him the story of the good Samaritan, who 
though a member of a despised race showed 
greater mercy to one in need than did the 
ie or the Levite. When Jesus had finished 

is story He asked the lawyer, ‘Which of 
these three do you think was neighbour?’ And 
the man answered, ‘‘He that showed mercy”’. 
Then said Jesus, “Go and do thou likewise.” 
“Go”. This is His word of challenge to a life 
of service. 

Go and bind up the wounds of the broken- 
hearted. Go and lift up the discouraged and 
fallen. Go and encourage the sick and the 
afflicted. Go and comfort the sorrowing. Go 
and be a good neighbour to those who are in 
need. Go and be merciful, even as the Father 
is merciful. unto us. Go and be gracious, even 
as He is gracious. 

What a challenge! The wounded and the 
needy are all about us. But the temptation in 
this busy world of ours is to go on our way, to 
pass by our needy brother on the other side. 
After all, we are too busy. Let someone else: 
bind up the wounded. That is not Christian- 
ity. This is Christianity, this is the word of 
Jesus, “Go, and do thou likewise.” This is 
His word of challenge to live a life that is 


filled with service to others. 


In Galilee there were eleven discouraged dis- 


‘ciples. Their Lord had been crucified. Their 


hopes had been crushed. Their enemies threat- 
ened them. The voice of their testimony was 
stilled, and they knew not what to do. To these 
discouraged and disillusioned disciples there 
came the risen and glorified Christ. Once 
again He said, ‘Go’. Pointing them to the 
power of God He said, “Go ye therefore and_ 
teach all nations baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
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world.”” This is His word of challenge to 
live a life of witnessing. 

This is the warrant under which we labor 
today. ‘Go’, He said. And the church has 
gone. Faithfully others have labored, and we 
have entered into their labor. Faithfully others 
have held aloft the torch of Christ, and now 
the torch has been passed on to us. 

It is ours to bear aloft the light of God in 
Christ. It is ours to bear witness to His grace. 
It is ours to tell of the unchanging love of God. 
It is ours to carry the message of the redeeming 
Christ unto all the world. It is ours to begin 
that teaching at home and then to send it out 
to all the world. 

“Go” says the Master. Have we gone? Are 
we going? If we are to bear witness we shall 
need conviction — conviction that the world 
apart from Him is lost—conviction that there 
is no other name in heaven or on eatth whereby 
we must be saved—conviction that He is the 
Strong Son of God—conviction that He, and 
He alone, can bring light and life to a dark 
world. 

If we are to bear witness we shall need con- 
secration of self-consecration of time and efforts 
—consecration of our talents—consecration of 
our abilities—consecration of our wealth. 

“Go and teach all nations.’ This is the chal- 
lenge of Jesus. Have we met that challenge 
with conviction and consecration? Do we meet 
it today ? 

No Christian dares to give less than his best. 
Out on the field of battle men died for a cause 
which they felt was worth dying for. They 
gave their best. So also must we Christians give 
ourselves. 

This is the three-fold challenge of Jesus: 
“Go and sin no more’—a challenge to live a 
righteous life—ourselves. ‘Go and do thou 
likewise’ a challenge to live a helpful life— 
for others. “Go and teach all nations’’—a chal- 
lenge to give of ourselves, and our substance, 
that all the world may receive the blessings of 


Christ. Will we meet the challenge of the 


Master ? 


Every government degenerates when trusted 
to the rulers of the people alone. The people 
themselves are the only safe depositories. And 
to render even them safe, their minds must be 
improved... . . I think by far the most impor- 

tant bill in our own code is that for the 
diffusion of knowledge among the people. . . . 
No other sure foundation can be devised for 
the preservation of freedom and happiness. 
—THOMAS JEFFERSON 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 


Going To Market 


I once heard a story about a man, his sor 
and their little donkey. They had quite a lon 
journey to make to market one day. So th 
three of them started off for market, bright an 
early in the morning. The father and so: 
walked along the hard roadway, followed b 
the sleepy-eyed burro, or donkey, which the 
led with a rope around his neck. 

They hadn’t gone very far when they passe 
some people going the opposite direction, an 
they laughed when they saw the man and bo 
walking and leading the donkey, and asked, a 
they went passed, ‘““Why doesn’t one of yot 
ride on the donkey?” 

That sounded allright. It seemed a good idea 
So the father lifted his son onto the back ot 
the donkey, and taking the rope, they went or 
their way, with the boy riding. 

Some more people came along the highway 
and they stopped. They said it was ‘awful fo: 
a strong, healthy boy to ride the donkey anc 
let his poor father walk.” | 

Thinking that over, the boy felt they were 
right. He was younger and stronger than hi: 
father, and so he climbed off the back of the 
burro and helped his father get on, and taking 
the lead rope in his hand, they again proceeded 
on their journey with the boy walking, leading 
the burro, and the father riding on its back. 

It wasn’t long, however, until they met some 
mote strangers, on their way back from town. 
and they said it was a perfect disgrace for 
father to ride and make his son walk. He 
should be ashamed of himself.~The boy didn’t 
weigh very much, and if the father wanted to 
tide, he certainly should lift the boy up and let 
him ride, also. i 

That was a good idea, so they proceeded on 
their way to market with nobody except the 
donkey walking, for both the father and his 
son rode on the back of the donkey. * 

But that wasn’t right either, they soon found 
out. For the next people they passed on the 
toad told them they were cruel to make the 
little donkey carry them both. Then they de. 
cided that that was right, that they had a 
cruel to the little donkey. So to make it up to 
the burro, they decided that they would carty 
him a way, as he had carried them. So they 
put straps around the burro and a pole whied 
they put on their shoulders, and away they went 
to market. But while crossing a very narrow 
foot-bridge, the pole broke and the donkey : e 
in the river and was carried away by the curt 
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The donkey is a very strong and sure-footed 
tle animal and there was nothing really 
‘ong with any of the ways they travelled to 
arket. Whether the boy rode or the father 
de, or they both rode made no difference at 
., and had they done what they wanted to do 
ey would probably not have lost the donkey. 
it they tried to please too many people and 
en one tries to satisfy everybody, it generally 
rns out that he satisfies none. The best way 
go to market, or do anything else, is to be 
te that what you do is right, and then go 
ead. Don’t be wishy-washy. Do things the 
ay you know they should be done, and don't 
aste time trying to do things the way others 
ink they should be done. 


etting the Air Out of Bottles 


Did you ever empty all the air out of a bot- 
2? Don’t you think it can be done? Of course 
can. No, you don’t turn the bottle upside 
ywn and Jet the air run out of the bottle, as 
ough it were like water. That won't do it. 
ut it can be done, done in several ways. 
If you stop to think of it, an electric light 
iulb is very much like a bottle, isn’t it. Well, 
there was air in an electric light bulb it 
ould not light up. So to make it light up, all 
.e air has to be taken out, and in such bulbs 
e air is always pumped out. So the air could 
> pumped out of any bottle. 
But that calls for special machinery to pump 
it the air, while there is a way so easy that 
1 of us can get all the air out of a bottle. If 
ju fill the bottle with water, the water forces 
it all the air. 
Maybe that is something of the idea that the 
postle Paul had in mind when he said, 
Drive out evil with good.’ You can drive air 
it of a bottle with water, and in exactly the 
me manner you can drive evil out of your 
sarts and lives by filling those hearts and lives 
ith good. Just pour your life full of good 
id there won’t be any room at all for evil. 
Just try it for yourself and see, if you think 
am not right. When you feel like scowling at 
meone, smile instead. When you are tempted 
tell a wrong thing or untruth, tell the truth 
stead. If someone hurts you some time, don’t 
ait and plan to “get even” with him. Do 
mething for him he will like. 
If you keep your own little garden free of 
eeds, your real plants and flowers will bloom 
id certainly they will bear fruit, and be a joy 
st only for you, but for others too. The 
Best way to make a happy, worthwhile life, is 
overcome evil with good. 
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Which Goal? 


Not long ago I read of a lad who was play- 
ing hockey. He played right in front of his 
opponent's goal and his job was to keep the 
opponents from knocking the hockey-puck into 
their goal. In the playing of the game the puck 
was knocked right at him. He stopped it with 
his skates, just when it was about to make a 
score for the other side. That saved his team 
from defeat, or rather would have. But in the 
excitement he accidently kicked the puck he 
had stopped, and it rolled into the goal. So 
while he was playing on one team he actually 
won the game for the opposing side. 

That is much like the football player a few 
years ago, who became confussed in a game 
and he ran the wrong way and made a touch- 
down for the other team. 

It is awfully easy for us all to get confused 
and run for the wrong goal. Lots of people 
seem to do that most of the time. They are 
their own worst enemies. They defeat them- 
selves. 

Life is an endless game being played be- 
tween right and wrong, good and bad, truth 
and falsehood, righteousness and evil. First of 
all we have to be on the right team, or cer- 
tainly should be. We stand for what is right 
and true and pure and pretty. Those are our 
goals, the only worthwhile goals that little 
folks and big folks alike can have, for they are 
the only things in life that have any abiding 
value or worth, and which no one can take 
away from you once they are yours. 

So, it is just as important in life as it is in 
hockey, or football or business. Don’t let any- 
one confuse you about which goal you should 
try for. If you keep busy trying to score at your 
goal, you won't make a mistake and score for 
the other fellows. 


Are our hearts clean? Are our souls free 
_ from blame 
For this world tragedy? . Nay. They like all 
the rest, 
We had relaxed our hold on higher things, 
And satisfied ourselves with smaller— 


Ease, pleasure, greed of gold. 


We had slipped back along the groping way; 
No longer holding first things first, 
But throning idols of our own fashioning; 
Hearts of sham gold, and feet of crumbling 
clay. oa 
If we would build anew, and build to stay, 
We must find God again, and go His way! 
—By J. Albert Gatlin, Jonesboro, Ark., 
in the Alabama Christian Advocate. 
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Neglected Opportunity 
(Continued from page 12) 


crime, youthful indifference of the Church, 
worldly and broken homes and a growing mor- 
tality in Church membership. What false 
economy! It is so easy to speak and write 
books on “The Revolt of Modern Youth.” It 
is quite another thing to understand that this 
revolt is directed against the vacuum that 
yawns in our contemporary religion, art, morals, 
education, culture. The fact is, youth will 
march under some banner; if not the Chris- 
tian, then—as Europe has taught us—under a 
false. 

In a day of morbid relativism in education, 
ethics and morals, we must get the Christian 
absolutes of the living God, Jesus Christ, a 
living Church, and the perspective of the ae 
dom of God back into our curricula. A su 
Christian Gospel is not enough! We must dare 
challenge our children and ourselves to a de- 
cision for Christ and His Cause, one whose 
implications extend through time and eternity. 
The everlasting relevance of Faith to every-day 
living needs to be grasped afresh. 

Again, we must—to put it bluntly—move 
out of a “five and dime” conception of our 
educational task in the churches! Let Protest- 
ant Christians be willing to pay the cost if 
they really desire their precious heritage of 
freedom and responsibility to endure. It is re- 
liably estimated that Roman Catholics spend 
over half their Church income for education. 
Also that there are twice as many full-time 
teachers in American Catholicism as parish 
priests. Let Protestants awake, and think, and 
act! And that now! 

Above all, let a moratorium be placed on 
mere negative complaint, and a new and 
prayerful support be brought to the most para- 
mount task of our churches. What a debt of 
gratitude we owe the faithful men and women 
who teach the new and living Way of Jesus 
Christ to our children! How much they would 
appreciate an encouraging word from us who 
are parents! And what an opportunity beck- 
ons, if we will face the future in the spirit 
of a new togetherness! 

Dr. Fosdick tells us that the father of Wil- 
liam the Conqueror required his barons to 
swear allegiance to his young son before start- 
ing on crusade to the Holy Land. When the 
barons smiled at the thought of swearing al- 
legiance to a mere child, the king said to them, 
“He is little, but he will grow!” He did—to 
become William the Conqueror. So, with re- 
gatd to our boys and girls. Take a look at 
them in today’s Kindergarten, in the Begin- 
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ners group, in the Junior and Senior Depart 
ments! They are little, young, giddy, but they 
will grow. And God helping us, it shall be 
into the glorious likeness of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ! 


A Nickel for the Lord 


Yesterday he wore a rose on the lapel of 
his coat, but when the plate was passed today 
he gave a nickel to the Lord. He had several 
bills in his pocket and sundry change, perhaps 
a dollar’s worth, but he hunted about, and 
finding this poor little nickel, he laid it on 
the plate to aid the Church militant in its 
fight against the world, the flesh, and_the 
devil. His silk hat was beneath the seat, and 
his gloves and cane were beside it, and the 
nickel was on the plate—a whole nickel. 

On Saturday afternoon he met a friend, 
and together they had some refreshments. The 
cash register stamped thirty-five cents on the 
slip the boy presented to him. Peeling off a 
bill he handed it to the lad and gave him a 
nickel tip when he brought back the change. 
A nickel for the Lord and a nickel for the 
waiter! 

And the man had his shoes polished on 
Saturday afternoon and handed out a dime 
without a murmur. He had a shave and paid 
fifteen cents with equal alacrity. He took a 
box of candies home to his wife, and paid 
forty cents for them, and the box was tied with 
a dainty bit of ribbon. Yes, and he also gave 
a nickel to the Lord. | 

Who is this Lord ? 

Who is He? Why, the man worships Him 
as Creator of the universe, the One who puts 
the stars in order, and by whose immutable 
decree the heavens stand. Yes, he does, and 
he dropped a nickel in to support the Church 
militant. 

And what is the Church militant? i 

The Church militant is the church that rep- | 
resents upon the earth the triumphant Church. 
of the great God. 3 

And the man knew that he was an atom in 
space, and he knew that the Almighty was 
without limitations, and knowing this he put 
his hand in his pocket, and picked out the 
nickel, and gave it to the Lord. . 

And the Lord being gracious, and slow to 
anger, and knowing our frame, did not slay 
the man for the meanness of his offering, } 
gives him this day his daily bread. a 

The nickel hid beneath a quarter that was 
given by a poor woman that washes for 
living. —Toronto Star. Ku 
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LLLUSTRATIONS 


Tho Goes To Church 


Matt. 22:21. “The things that are God's,” 
hn 6:35. “Jesus said, | am the bread of life.” 


The average American worker goes to church 
tener than he goes to the movies, according 
-a recently completed survey of more than 
500 employes of the General Aniline and 
im Corporation. The study, made as part of 
e company’s long range industrial relations 
‘ogram, indicated that 64 per cent of the em- 
oyees go to church once a week; 43 per cent 
9 to the movies weekly. 20 per cent of all 
nployees go to the movies oftener than once a 
eek; 11 per cent go to church oftener than 
ice a week. 

The number of employees who went to 
uurch or to the movies every six months or 
ss was about the same, with churchgoers 
yeraging 9.4 per cent; moviegoers averaged 
5 per cent. 

Judging from this study, including stenog- 
iphers, salesmen, machinists, messengers, en- 
neers, scientists, dye specialists, clerks, office 
oys, and other classifications, fears that Amer- 
ans are becoming Godless are groundless.— 
ureau of Industrial Service, Inc., 285 Madison 
ve., New York 17, New York. 


rayer Is Speech With God 
Matt. 6:9. “After this manner pray ye.” 


Prayer® in itself considered, is speech with 
rod. There is then some inward view of the 
bjects of the prayer, and answering to that 
ymething like an influx into the peepaes or 
1ought. Thus there is a kind of opening of 
1e man’s interiors toward God, with a differ- 
nce according to the man’s state and according 
) the nature of the object of the prayer. If 
ne prays out of love and faith and only about 
ad for things heavenly and spiritual, then 
were appears in the prayer something like 
syelation, which shows itself in the affection 
f the suppliant, in hope, solace or an inner 
ladness.— Arcana Coelestia. 


teal Prayer 

Matt. 6:6. “When thou prayest .. .” 
Real prayer is aspiration of the heart, the 
ymbined thought and effort of intellect and 


ili for the attainment of some goal. From 
xis standpoint secret prayer is spiritual prayer, 
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aspiration free from considerations of self and 
worldly interests, the exclusion of which is 
meant by shutting the door before offering 
prayer. 

On the same level, Open rewards are con- 
scious effects upon one’s natural life and expe- 
rience; for the Lord intends that we shall not 
only be better and wiser through seeking 
spiritual goals, but also that we shall be made 
happier and be more successful as a conse- 
quence.—H. C. Small. 


A Moral World 


Matt. 26:41. “Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation.” 


Man lives in a moral world, with life keyed 
to righteousness, not happiness. The rules for 
living were given to man as a guide to the real 
purpose of life—the Ten Commandments are 
guideposts to achieving a goal. 

Life in every phase, every sphere, every 
stage, every classification, is at the bar of judg- 
ment. There is no relaxing from this universal 
law. We close our eyes to this fact at our own 
peril, as does every other living thing. All liv- 
ing is stewardship; all trust involves a future 
reckoning. Man’s highest satisfaction in life 
depends on the inner assurance that the final 
accounting will earn God’s ‘well done, thou 
good and faithful’. . .’—A. A. Dorsey 


Birth and Death 


Matt. 9:24. “For the maid is not dead, but 
sleepeth,” 

1 Cor. 15:6. “But some are fallen asleep.” 

John 11:11. “Our friend Lazarus sleepeth.” 


A doctor reports on “death” as an actual 
experience. He was preparing a death certifl- 
cate, when a relative of the diseased asked, 
“Did he go easily? No struggle or pain?” — 

“He just closed his eyes and didn’t open 
them again.” 

‘It is a comfort to know he did not suffer 
greatly at the end,” continued the relative. 

“People seldom do,” replied the doctor, and 
concludes, “It is the great Osler who records 
that a study of 500 deaths ‘showed that the 
great majority give no sign of either distress 
or exaltation.’ Like birth, their death was either 
a sleep or a forgetting.’ —Exchange 
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Prayer For Others 

Mark 11:22-24. “Believe. that ye receive 
them, and ye shall have them.” 

William James said we do not change our 
minds about anything unless we have heard the 
contrary of our belief at least five times. In 
this case, the man who received the idea thinks 
it is his own struggle with two ideas. Prayer 
from you is likely to be more effective in per- 
suading a man than your arguments would be. 
If you told him to pray, he would resist you; 
but when the idea is his own (as he supposes ), 
he is more likely to accept it. If after praying 
for a person for a week or more you then write 
a letter, the man may say: “I thought of that 
myself; he may be right.”—Frank C. Laubach, 
in “Pray for Others,” a 32 page hand booklet, 
issued by Upper Room. 


Faith, Hope and Charity 

John 10:11-18; 27-30. “I and my father are 
one.” 

1 John 5:4-7. 
record.” 

Three of a kind, always, are the 41-year old 
Tasmanian triplets, Faith, Hope and Charity 
Bowen. In an interview with an Australian 
- newspaper reporter, while on a visit to Mel- 
bourne, there was disclosed a most inspiring 
story of cooperation, understanding, sym- 
pathetic helpfulness in ordinary physical routine 
matters, and in the moral and spiritual realm. 

They found it simple to say, ‘No, thank 
you,’ when sugat was passed for their after- 
noon tea; they do not use sugar because it does 
not agree with one of the trio. They dress 
alike; when there is a shortage on the market 
of any item needed by the three, they wear 
their old clothing. 

They experienced childhood diseases _ to- 
gether, from measles through whooping cough; 
when one remained away from school, three 
remained away; when one was punished, three 
cried together as one. 

They used to like sports, including football, 
but they gainsay football, because “Faith can’t 
stand the sight of anyone getting hurt.” They 
like classical music, are keen about Bing Crosby, 
their favorite film stars are Deanna Durbin and 
Nelson Eddy, and never miss one of their pic- 
tures, even though Faith’s eyes now are failing, 
and they do not attend as often as in former 
years, 

Hope and Charity work together in a woolen 
mill, doing reeling work, for 20 years; Faith 
cates for their domestic needs, which they ex- 
plain by reminding one another that, ‘‘she 
started this because one had to stay home and 


“For there are three that bear 
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look after their mother.’’ They have never had 
a squabble, and often spread oil on troubled 
waters among other members of the family of 
10 children. 

“Peace, peace, peace, in this great world of 
ours has always been our motto,” Hope ex- 
plains, with triple emphasis. The sister in 
Australia, whose guests they were on this occa- 
sion, explained that the three had written her 
every week for 29 years. Birthday gifts come 
in. triplicate, as do all other plans and attain- 
ments concerning “these three.” (Melbourne 
Herald) 

When progress, joy, attainment, disability, 
walk together in cheerful cooperation, even in 
one family, there is hope for the human family 
as a whole. Se 


The Self-Made Human 


Matt. 24:42. “Watch therefore.” 

Job 28:12-28. “But where shall wisdom be 
found? ... Behold, the fear of the Lord, that 
15 wisdom.” 

Matt. 22:21. “The things that are God's...” 

Matt. 6.28: “Consider the lilies...” 

Matt. 10:29. "Not a sparrow falleth ...” 


What does man value? What is success? 
Isn't it true that we value things only as we 
earn them, and pay for them? These questions 
are asked repeatedly, not only in groups of 
young people, but they are discussed by the so- 
called “‘self-made” individual who considers 
himself a success; and by the insecure, the fear- 
ful, the man or woman ‘looking for the correct 
answer. 

On radio request programs, we hear, fre- 
quently, a reproduction of the current favorite, 
“The Best Things in Life Are Free.” A com- 
mentator says, ‘Our whole social inheritance— 
our way of life, our religion (if we have one), 
the pleasure we get from paintings and music 
and literature, the great inventions, the printing 
press and all it has brought, language itself, all 
are presents to us from the past, from our an- 
cestors; we have bought or earned none. of 
them. In fact, as James Robinson says in his 
great book, “The Mind in the Making’—‘Our 
civilization is little else than getting something 
for nothing.” x E 

These wise reminders are written by Walter 


‘ 


Murdock, ‘and give us cause for humility, cour- 
age, gratitude, and responsibility. Also, they 
contain the healing assurance needed by fear- 
ridden individuals, who have gifts to contribute 
to the sum total of human achievement, albeit. 
the gifts may be potato growing or landscape 


painting, in return for what they accept fron 
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Hope For Fools 
II Cor. 11:1-33. “I speak as a fool.” 


Our current national and international pol- 
icies, often in seeming opposition, cause some 
of us to ask, “Are we fools?” We are in proc- 
ess of collecting millions of pounds of food to 
send to starving citizens of other lands; we 
have many undernourished and destitute peo- 
ples in our own communities; we are debating 
withdrawal of help from some lands, because 
of their lack of cooperation, yet we are ship- 
ping millions of pounds of equipment which 
may help them to carry on their opposition to 
our plans more aggressively. Are we fools? . 

The question, “Is there any hope for fools?” 
was asked of Walter Murdock, who answers 
wisely, ‘“T'wo definitions are required in order 
to answer that question, 1. what do you mean 
by hope? 2. what do you mean by a fool? Sit 
down and ponder these, try to define your 
terms, and your question is answered.” He 
continues, ‘Lamb speaks of the first of April 
as ‘the general festival,’ and proclaims that we 
all have a speck of the motley, and maintains 
that since his childhood he has never ‘made an 
acquaintance that lasted, or a friendship that 
answered, with any that had not some tincture 
of the absurd in their characters.’ This is Lamb 
at his most human, at his wisest.”’ 

Some believe they can recognize a practical, 
sensible person when they see one, and a fool 
when they meet one. Murdock says, “I am not 
so sure. I can think of two men, one of whom 
generally passes for a wise man, and the other 
for a fool; I can never make up my mind which 
is which.” 

“If we must define, let us agree that a fool 
is a man who spends his life laboring for an 
object which is no good to him when he has 
won it. Many a shrewd, hard-headed, cautious, 
practical and successful businessman is by this 
definition—what no one is impolite enough to 
call him. To what end did he exert himself to 
accomplish the things he has done.” 

“By ‘hope’ I suppose you mean achieving 
happiness, which the poet calls ‘our being’s end 
and aim.’ The text-book on your question is 
the great satire of Erasmus, “The Praise of 
Folly’, in which he makes genial fun of the 
whole human race; the satirist’s picture of 
human life concluded that Folly is a necessary 
ingredient of life. There is no need, according 
to Erasmus, to pity fools, they are not unhappy; 
we may as well call a horse unhappy because 
he was never taught grammar, or an ox because 
he was never taught to fence. Erasmus thinks 
the chief mark ‘of’ a fool is being contented 
with oneself.” 
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This Is the Day 
“Teach all things whatsoever I have com: 
manded you.” 


“We must not permit anyone or anything te 
make of our church a light hidden under 2 
bushel because we fear that contrary winds may 
extinguish that light. Rather, we must insist 
that we will be guided by the Lord, who would 
have us serve as ‘the light of the world’, and 
as a leavening influence in the whole of human 
society. This is not time in which to counsel 
with our fears. This is a time in which to ven- 
ture forth boldly upon an aggressive campaign 
for Christ in firm reliance upon the power of 
God’s Holy Spirit, who alone can bring men to 
faith, unite men in faith, and keep men in 
faith.” — Rev. O. A. Geiseman, American 
Lutheran. 


Lay Christians 


I Cor. 9:1-10. “The seal of my apostleship 
are ye in the Lord.” 


“The. Church was not tailor-made by Jesus 
Christ to be run by theologians; it was made to 
be run by just ordinary Christians, whether pas- 
tors or laymen. The Church’s strength and 
power comes from simple faith in Christ, and 
its future depends on courageous declarations 
of that simple faith, eloquent because such 
declarations are unadorned. 

“Occasionally one gets the impression that a 
layman’s sole responsibility as a priest of God 
consists in giving; while some claim all their 
rights and disclaim all their responsibilities; 
and in God’s all-wise Providence, the well- 
being of his Church depends on full exercise 
of both rights and responsibilities. 

“Laymen are not ‘Charlie McCarthys’ of 
their ministers; lay Christians have their own 
abundant contributions to make to the Church 
of Jesus Christ, through the exercise of their 
talents and stewardship privileges.’’—Exchange. 


Goats For Japan 


Luke 6:38-39. “With the same measure that 
yecmete 2.” ‘ 


Fi 


The prewar population of the Japanese em- 
pire was approximately 70,000,000, and the 
total land area available to that huge mass of 
people was almost exactly equal to that of the 
state of California, of which only 17 per cent 
was. capable of cultivation. The rest of the 
territory consisted of precipitous mountainsides 
which could not be made to produce ordinary 
crops. _ ah ea 
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BEST 
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1947-48 Edition 


Edited by 
G. PAUL BUTLER 


“The contents justify the publisher's 
blurb: ‘Fifty-two examples of outstand- 
ing expositions among their 
authors some of the greatest names in 
religious life the world over.’ For each 
sermon included 124 were examined— 
or 6,477 sermons in all. No editor has 
ever done a finer job in any field than 
G. Paul Butler has done here.”’— 


DANIEL A. POLING. $2.75 


at your bookseller 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
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Partly because of its topography, which was 
illy adapted to cattle raising, and partly be- 
cause of religious inhibitions, the Japanese were 
not users of milk. In fact, among millions of 
the people it was believed poisonous, and in 
some communities its use was forbidden. 

Because the Japanese could not afford land 
for the pasturage of cattle, practically all dairy 
supplies consumed inside Japan were imported. 
During the years immediately preceding the 
wart Toyohiko Kagawa was undertaking to in- 
augurate a movement to import goats, the life- 
habits of these animals seemed to be perfectly 
adapted to the topographical conditions of 
Japan; the milk was calculated to cure dietary 
deficiencies among the people. 

The excellent results attained by the Brethren 
Church in its “Heifers for Relief” project in 
Europe was used as a basis for a similar project 
in a “goats for Japan’ program. 198 animals 
were started on their way in September, to be 
distributed according to carefully made plans. 
The cost of purchase and transportation for an 
animal is $50.00, which puts the project within 
reach of thousands of potential givers. 

—The Christian Advocate, Dec. 11, 1947 
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BOOKS 


THE PASTORAL EPISTLES 
By Burton Scott Easton. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
237 pp. $3.00. 

An introduction, translation, commentary and word 
studies on I and II Timothy and Titus, fresh, origina! 
and scholarly. A book for teachers, students and others 
who want to get to the roots of New Testament teach 
ing and practice. The translation of the three epistles 
is done in charming and accurate English, valuable in 
itself. The notes and commentaries are illuminating 
and the word studies are especially valuable to the 
studious preacher. 

An excellent introduction acquaints the student with 
the historical problems as to authorship and the back: 
ground of the Pastorals, and with the ancient Church 
Orders and Traditions. The growth of organization and 
of the assumption of authority in the early church is 
clearly indicated.—Frederick W. Burnham. 


THE ARTS OF THE CHURCH 
By Richard H. Ritter. Pilgrim Press. 146 pp. $4.00. 

In this volume we have an exhaustive and complete 
study of the relations of art to worship and_ the 
Church. Mr. Ritter, the pastor of a church in South 
ington, Connecticut, was asked to do this work by the 
Congregational-Christian Arts Guild, which for years 
has been studying the use of ritual and symbolism in 
church services and in church architecture. When one 
sees the atrocious exterior architecture and the chilling 
interiors of so many churches, the reading of this book 
makes one realize that it is long overdue. 

The author makes it clear that art in the church and 
worship is to give expression to the faith in the hearts 
of the worshippers. Beauty is not the criterion in the 
arts of the Church but worship only. ‘Art is more than 
a mere adjunct to life. It is more than tinsel or dec- 
oration. It is something fundamental built into the very 
stuff of our religion. When art is poor, it is probably 
because Christianity itself has been weak, effeminate. 
When its art is great, it can be taken as a sure sign 
that there is a strength within which demands strong 
modes of expression.” 

Mr. Ritter reveals a comprehensive grasp of his sub- 
ject as he discusses Christian art and Church art, the 
art of common worship from the earliest days to the 
present, the language of symbols in Church art, the art 
of music from the days of the Bible to modern Church 
music, church drama, painting and sculpturing. One 
section of the book is devoted to beautiful photographs 
of Church art, 

Protestantism, in its revolt against Catholicism, com- 
ing dangerously near to eliminating all art in the 
Church and worship, should be educated in the subject 
which this book treats so-well. It should be made re- 
quired reading and study for all students in our 
theological seminaries.—J. J. Sessler. 


THE SNODEN-DOUGLAS SUNDAY SCHOOL ; 
LESSONS 
By Earl L. Douglass. Macmillan. 439 pp. $2.00. 
The twenty-seventh volume of this standard series is 
now ready for the pastor and Sunday school teacher. 
The. Snowden-Douglas Sunday School Lessons is based 
on the international Sunday School Lessons. The em- 
phasis throughout the book is upon ethical and religious 
teaching. as 
Each lesson is presented with a lesson plan, exposi- 
tion of the text, hints to the teacher, and suggestive 
illustrations from history, literature, and contemporary 
living. The book is well written with penetrating in- 
ae 
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The Bespositon 


zhts on almost every page. The central truth of each 
‘ction is in bold-face type. The section on illustrative 
aterial is new with this edition. This feature is long 
ver-due. The volume could be made still more useful 

the average Sunday school teacher by having more 
»yredigested’”? material such as questions on the lesson, 
ce. Dr. Douglass has made this volume among the best 

those helps available to teachers. — Meredith J. 
PhD. 


48 TARBELL’S TEACHERS GUIDE 
y Martha Tarbell. Fleming H. Revell. 
The 48rd annual volume of Tarbell’s guide to the 
saching of the International Bible maintains 
ne high standard of former years, and will therefore 
2 very helpful to all teachers of the uniform lessons in 
ur Church Schools. In the present volume Miss Tarbell 
assisted by Dr. W. G. Chanter, professor of English 
ible in the Drew Theological Seminary for discussions 
f the Scripture texts, and by Dr. Hugh Thomas Kerr 
f Pittsburgh for fine comments on the literature of 
ve Bible. The lesson for each Sunday includes first, 
ve Scripture itself, second, a clear outline of the 
cripture, third, a brief but satisfying explanation of 


orunger, 


416 pp. $2.50. 


Lessons 


le Scripture, fourth, the background of the lesson, 
fth, the lessons for young people and adults, and 


xth, the lesson adapted for intermediates and Seniors. 
justrations and quotations are generous and cover a 
ide range of literature and life. The use of the 
arbell Teachers Guide will aid the teacher in prepar- 
1g a better lesson in a shorter period of time each 
eek.— Charles Haddon Nabers. 


RAYERS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

y Abigail Acker Johnson. Westminster Press. 

30 pp. $1.50. 

This book is written by a young person, for young 
ersons, and has grown out of experience in teach- 
ig youth. Everyone must learn, and there is no better 
ay to learn how to pray than to read and _ study 
rayers. 

The plan of this book is to present a scripture read- 
1g ON One page and a prayer on the other. All prayers 
slate to youth experience. They are well written. Such 
book will be of great help to all people, young and 
id, in developing a proper prayer life—W. R. Siegart. 


ELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 

y Wilbur M. Smith. Wilde Co. 384 pp. $2.50. 

For seventy-four years this excellent help to Sunday 
school teachers and others has appeared with regu- 
rity. The assistance it has given can never be meas- 
red. One would think that through so long a period 
f time standards might be lowered. But under excel- 
nt editorship the quality has been gradually raised. 
0 praise this book is superflous. It is still one of the 
nest helps for the Sunday School lessons that can be 
Mtained. A lot of teaching would be greatly improved 
ere it more extensively used.—W. R. Siegart. 


RAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

y Charles Gore. Harper. 125 pp. $1.25. 

By reprinting an American Edition from the English 
dition published in 1898, the publishers, Harper Bros., 
ive shown that what the great Anglican theologian 
id preacher, Bishop Charles Gore, had to say on 
rayer fifty years ago is as a voice from the other 
orld speaking to a generation which in spiritual con- 
sion has lost its way. What Bishop Gore has to say 
this concise little book of 125 pages should be even 
ore illuminating for our time than it was for his. 
After the first three chapters which deal with the 
ficacy of prayer, the meaning of praying in Christ’s 
ume, and for what we may pray, the author devotes 
e other seven chapters on the Lord’s Prayer as a 
ue model of what constitutes Christian praying. This 
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| @ Protestant Church Building is planned to 
encourage churchmen to think seriously 
and to plan intelligently when they enter 
1 into building programs, to provide better 
houses of worship. In our time Protestant 
church building is characterized by a new 
and fresh originality being displayed by 
architects and churchmen who are defin- 
itely cutting away from the outmoded 
traditions and are building for new utility 
and service. To report and illustrate these 
developments is the purpose of this new 
book. Size 6 x 9 inches. $3 
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PART JI. Building for Worship -- Building 
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Church -- Lighting in the Church -- Heat- 
ing and Air Conditioning -- The Church 
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1 A GLOSSARY of common architectural 
terms and of names of various furnishings 
for the church, a bibliography of good 
! books on the various phases of church 
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tions -- photos and drawings -- are 
included. 
(Ready, January 26) 
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book which can be used for devotional reading or for 
a study group, will give the Lord’s Prayer a new 
significance, and make all praying a privilege and a 
sacrament.—/J. J. Sessler. 


THE SIN OF OUR AGE 
By D. R. Davies. Macmillan. 147 pp. $2.00. 

A searching inquiry into the conditions of modern, 
western civilization, the causes of its disasters and its 
present peril. 

The author holds that the sin of our age is its deifica- 
tion of man and the consequent loss of God, the decline 
of spiritual values and of belief in immortality. ‘Man 
is the Absolute. God exists to fulfil human purpose. 
Divine Spirit is etherial petrol to propel the automobile 
of man’s progress” (p. 15). “Man's existence has shrunk 
to a completely one-dimension level. It is the final 
logic of the sin of western civilization.” 

He traces the descent of civilization back to certain 
departures from medieval Christian dogma. He declares 
that the beginning of that descent is due to the familiar 
dictum of Descartes, ‘I think, therefore. I am.’ He says, 
“This is the germ of Western calamity,” and adds, 
“From the Rationalism of Descartes, modern European 
thought has led in a straight line to an all-pervading 
Materialism.” To this reviewer that analysis seems a 
bit forced. 

The author rightly declares that the salvation of our 
civilization lies in a return to Christian truth and prac- 
tice; but he seems to mean thereby a return to 
medieval dogma and practice rather than to the original 
Christianity of the New Testament. One is left wonder- 
ing whether he hopes for the return of Papal dictum 
and dominance, 

However, the book is a creation of profound sencin! 
ship. Its reading is stimulating and challenging. It re- 
pays study.—Frederick W. Burnham. 
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THREE TREATISES 
By Martin Luther. 

This book makes 
treatises, which are perhaps the most important of 
Luther’s writings. These documents written in 1520, 
when the controversy between the great Reformer and 
his opponents was at its severest, are—An Open Letter 
to the Christian Nobility, A Prelude on the Babylonian 
Captivity of the Church, and A Treatise on Christian 
Liberty. 

In the first treatise, 
entrenched Roman power, 
the Church and the misuse of its power. 
the entire sacramental system by which the Church 
controlled its members from birth until death, is at- 
tacked. In contrast to the sacramental system, Luther 
sets up the Scriptures as the supreme and final author- 
ity. The third treatise is, perhaps, Luther’s most con- 
structive work, setting forth his views on faith and 
works, and is an exhaustive commentary on the doc- 
trine of justification by faith. 

In these expositions of his views, Luther, the great 
champion of the Reformation, and God's apostle of 
human rights and liberty, comes alive in his own writ- 
ings. The highest recommendation for this book lies in 
the fact that it is not a book about Martin Luther but 
a book by him. These treatises soon reveal to the 
reader why Luther was the great man that he was. It 
makes as fascinating reading as anything that comes 
from a modern pen.—J/. J. Sessler. 


290 pp. $2.50. 
very important 


Muhlenberg Press. 
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Luther exposed the positions of 
revealing the corruption of 
In the second, 


CHRISTIAN BELIEFS 
By Ralph E. Knudson. Judson. 175 pp. $1.75. 

The author of this recent book of ‘Christian Apolo- 
getics’’ is Dean of the Baptist Divinity School at Berke- 
ley, California. The book presents a concise statement 
of the principal bases of the Christian faith in modern 
terminology and with present-day psychological. and 
religious insight. 

The book is not so much a theological treatise as it is 
a practical statement of Christian convictions generally 
shared by devout laymen. People who fail to realize 
that belief is not synonymous with faith will be helped 
by this book. It would make an excellent text book 
for any adult Bible Class or for the basis of study by a 


Ministerial Association. The book offers a “good re- 
fresher course’ to any pastor in his daily reading 
schedule. It is easy but stimulating reading, and, be- 


cause of the very apparent sincerity of the author and 
the devotional quality of the book, it will be welcomed 
by liberal as well as by conservative thinkers, and will 
prove to be profitable reading for every type of Chris- 
tian mind.—Roy C. Helfenstein. 


THE PRECIOUS SECRET 


By Fulton Oursler. The John C. Winston. 243 pp. — 
$2.75. ; 
“The Precious Secret, says Fulton Oursler, ‘is the 


pursuit of happiness. This inalienable right of the 
American has fallen into disrepute, and the twenty-one 
chapters of this definitely inspiring volume tells stories 
which point to the appreciation and capture of this 
precious secret. The author, a senior editor of Reader’s 
Digest, knows a good story when he hears one, and 
every good story becomes better as he tells it. The 
story of the author of Human Destiny is entitled, “The: 
Materialist Seeks His Maker,” and the appreciation of 
Albert Schweitzer has for its heading, ‘“God’s Wager’ 
Fool.” But the other nineteen chapters are as keen to 
hold the reader’s interest and as fruitful to lift lives. 
out of humdrum ruts. It is a new sort of inspirational 
book which will hit you where you probably haven't 
been hit for a long time. and where you are much 

need of a heavy blow.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


; . 
# 


The Hapositor 


TALK IN THE LIGHT 
y Mildred C. Luckhardt. 
37 pp. $2.50. 

This is a unique book. It is a history of the times 
receding the birth of Christ, from the Greek domina- 
on until and including the establishment of the Chris- 
an Church. But this book is more than history. It is 
biography of Jesus and a setting forth of His teach- 
igs in this historical background. To weave this his 
ical data and the life of Jesus and His teachings 
ito one unified story for young people could not have 
een done by anyone with lesser skill than Mildred 
orell Luckhardt. It is an excellent textbook for youth. 
The book is valuable in the hands of leaders of youth 
nd pastors for short sermons and stories, because each 
f the 123 short stories, although forming a continuous 
ecount, are complete by themselves. 

This book was preceded by another one called, “Light 
n Our Path,” dealing with the Old Testament. For 
ach book there is a leader’s manual available. 

Mrs. Luckhardt has been Director of Religious Educa- 
ion in the Presbyterian Church of Rye, N. Y. The 
ook is the result of years of practical experience in 
eligious education—J. J. Sessler. 


Association Press. 


ONGS FOR COMFORT 
ty Grace Noll Crowell. Harper. 46 pp. $.60. 

This is another book of inspiring verse by the widely 
eloved author of numerous “books of spiritual nug- 
ets.” This last volume from the pen of this gifted 
yriter is a collection of religious poems, several of 
vhich might well be set to music. Hence the title of 
he book—‘Songs for Comfort.” 

The book is rightly named. It is a book of comfort 
or those who are in sorrow. One can but wonder if 
he author has gone through the deep waters of grief 
erself, and because of her personal experience is able 
6 write so understandingly for others. 

In only one instance is there a tincture of the Calvin- 
stic idea, which has crept into this book. In a few of 
he author’s other poems are implications that God 
ends trouble to try our faith or to enrich our souls. 
tut such a philosophy is flatly denied by the author 
f these lines found in the book— 

“He does not send out grief, or pain or loss, 
But if we wait and trust Him as we should, 

I am quite certain His great love will turn 
Ultimately all things for our good.” 

Ministers will find this little book of verse valuable 
Or quotations. Friends will find it a most timely gift 
o send to loved ones in sorrow. It may not be the 
‘Book of the Month,” but it is definitely a book for 
lays of grief and disappointment.—Roy C. Helfenstein. 


VILD WINGS 
$y Joseph James Murray. Knox Press. $2.50. 
This book is a fascinating series of bird studies. 
Vhether one is ill and lying in bed watching the birds 
eeding outside the window, or hiking over the hills of 
Jirginia as the author so loves to do or tramping 
hrough the Everglades of Florida, or traveling in vari- 
us countries in Europe the delight is the same. The 
ook contains studies of bird life in each chapter. The 
ook will open a new window in the average reader’s 
oul. 
The author of this delightful adventure in reading is 
tor of a church in Lexington, Virginia. He has 
ade the study of birds his hobby and he speaks with 
Bitority. How interesting a walk through the woods 
ecomes when at every turn a new friend appears, a 
w voice speaks, a new companion joins one on the 
rney. The Oriole, the Tanagers, the Plover, the 
q -kle, the Sandpiper, as well as the more familiar 
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' HUGHES, Author; 


SPIRITUAL 
MOBILIZATION QUIZ 


Q: How many representatives does Spiritual 
Mobilization have? A: 78,742. 

Q: How many Sermons preached on your Co- 
lumbus Day Crusade? A: 25,066. 

Q: Who won the National Sermon Contest? 
A: More than a thousand manuscripts were sub- 
mitted and are being judged now. Winners will be 
announced within 30 days. 

Q: Can we read the winning sermons? A: Yes, 
all thirteen prize winning manuscripts will be 
shortly published in a volume. First prize winning 
sermon can also be had in pamphlet form for free 
distribution in your parish. 

Q: What is your present spécial project? A: To 
get 5,000,000 more citizens registered and voted to 


help make democracy work and_ perpetuate 
Freedom. 


Q: Does Spiritual Mobilization agree with Presi- 
dent Truman’s statement that price controls, etc., 
belong to police states? A: Yes! 


Q: Are you opposed to federal subsidy of edu- 
cation? A: Yes. Such would almost inevitably 


_result in loss of academic freedom, without which 


basic capital “F’ Freedom could not endure. 


Q: Do bureaucratic controls and governmental 
paternalism continue to threaten Freedom since 
government payrolls are reduced to postwar levels? 
A: Government payrolls have not been reduced and 
are probably still expanding, proving that as Paul 
Hutchinson said, “The State is the New Leviathan”. 


Help make 1948 a banner year for Spiritual Mo- 
bilization. More recruits are needed! Send along 
the coupon below for more compleéte information. 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
(Since 1934) 
Chicago 


Los Angeles New York 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


DONALD J. COWLING, President Carleton College 1909-45; 
ROGER W. BABSON, Statistician; WILLIAM F. BRAASCH, 
Board of Directors—American Medical Association; ELY 
BERTSON, Author, Lecturer; CARY EGGLESTON, Physician; 
DE WITT EMERY, Founder National Small Business Men’s Asso- 
ciation; EDGAR J. GOODSPEED, Bible Scholar and Lecturer; 
THEODORE GRAEBNER, Professor Theology, Author; ALFRED 
P. HAAKE, Economist, Lecturer; ALBERT W. HAWKES, United 
States Senator; SAM HIGGINBOTTOM, Missionary; RUPERT 
RUFUS B. VON KLEINSMID, Chancellor, 
University of Southern California; ROBERT A. MILLIKAN, Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology; FELIX MORLEY, Editor, Human 
Events; ALFRED NOYES, Author; NORMAN VINCENT PEALH#, 
Clergyman; LEONARD E. READ, President Foundation for 
Economic Education, Inc.; ROBERT GORDON SPROUL, President, 
University of California; JOHN JAMES TIGERT, President, Uni- 
versity of Florida; RAY LYMAN WILBUR, Chancellor, Leland 
Stanford University. . 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
Title Guarantee Bldg. - Dept. E Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


I am a minister of a church and interested in the program of 
Spiritual Mobilization. Place me on your Representative List and 


send me your free publications. 


CHURCH. onresseosecerereseoees cha circeceeneser nce renieecc cr epoe Recerca Soieronad re tia 
sssccrsseesesesse STATE. ..csssssecessenservsses 


Page 43 


OUT Y scecscecsssssncsesess 


Robin and Hummingbird, all speak in a language thi 


| ‘ 
bird lover understands. 


PEWS How many interesting facts, unfamiliar to the aver 
ALTARS age reader, are packed into this one book! For exam 
FONTS ple: The Arctic Tern summers in the arctic and winter 
PULPIT SETS in the antarctic, and in migrating he completes a1 
CHANCEL SETS annual vacation journey of some 22,000 miles. Th 
CHAIRS little Hummingbird, “a thimble full of joy,”’ flies acros 
CROSSES the Gulf of Mexico, non-stop of course, over 500 mile 

KS in a single night. Many birds migrate at-night. Thi 
CANDLESTIC is done to avoid birds of prey and also gives the day 


light hours to feeding. In one hour, in the month 0: 
May, the author identified over 40 different species 0 
warblers. The Raven is the most highly developed o 
birds. The largest in America is the White Heron 


Everything in wood for 
the beautification of 
The Church Interior 


MANITOWOC CHURCH which was saved from becoming extinct by presidentia 
FURNITURE COMPANY action. During 40 days spent on the Atlantic Ocean 
WAUKESHA, WISCONSIN crossing 4 times, there were only 5 days when no bird: 
Dept. 3 were seen. 
EE —————————————————————————————————— One chapter of the book gives a brief summary 0: 
the life of Dr. John James Audubon, and the bool 
————_—_—_—_—— closes with a fine chapter on nature study, especially 


birds, in the Bible-—C. F. Banning. 


No. 44 


JEREMIAH FOR TODAY 


LEGAL By Harry F. Baughman. Muhlenberg. 221 pp. $2.75 

EXCELLO- Not very much imagination has been used by Dr 

Baughman in his choice of a title for his able book 

GRAPH He has taken the most widely misunderstood of the 

prophets and has made him stand out in bold relie 

PRINTOMATIC Post Card Stencil Duplica- against the pressing problems of the prophet’s own time 
tors $9.50 up. New Office Size Duplicators, Most ministers are still inclined to think of Jeremial 
Hilcos, Speedoprints. Excellographs $37.00 in terms of his common designation as ‘the weeping 
up. All Makes Duplicators Supplies, Type- |} | Prophet,” forgetting his great contribution to the mora 


and spiritual issues of his era. Despite the title there 
is comparatively little stress upon Jeremiah’s contribu 


PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER SUPPLY CO. tion to the thinking of our own time. 


Dr. Baugl akes remiz a living 
336-FE FOURTH AVE., PITTSBURGH 22, PA. i a aughman makes fia ocaes a living person ir 
history and not a shadowy figure, who merely ‘‘prophe 


sies.””. The book will be a welcome addition to the 
library of those men who are concerned to understanc 


re PUBLIC SPEAKERS Ae the nature of the work of the prophet and the place ot 


— the prophet in the life of an exceedingly intelligent anc 
Let us render you a prompt, scholarly, indi- 


- ie 5 : spiritually-minde A 
vidual and original Literary Service according Shem i é Grpeopie / 
to your own specification and at the following The book was prepared as a seminar course fo! 


writers. Literature Free. 


HA hs ae 4 ministers. It is not, therefore, one to be recommendec 
ermons ...$ 6.00 per 1 words ¢ anne ; eat Re 
Goaeches. cle: 7.50 per 1000 words to the layman who has little background for appre 
Ghostwriting Short Sto ciation of the prophet’s work in the life of the peopl 

ANC IN OV CIS) tres esses -eterees 8.95 per 1000 words of Israel, but would be an invaluable addition to =< 
Special Research and minister’s library. 

Technical Subjects .......... 15.00 per 1000 words ; - ale 

Caranerciead If the book runs into further editions we woul¢ 


respectfully suggest to Dr..Baughman that he explore 
the possibility of a title which might embody the ides 
of the place of the prophet against the background. of 
history.—Norman E. Nygaard. 


12 Printed Sermons for only $4.95 inclusive 


CONTINENTAL WRITERS’ AND SPEAKERS’ 
BUREAU 
210 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 


SUBED S NE NOTES 


OPS 
(Oe See be Fae fe free fee 


Lecter WILBUR M. ae ect 


COMPLETE FOR TEACHERS 
OF ALL GRADES 


74°" votume $222 postpaip AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


W.A.WILDE COMPANY Z2Z4j4ez Boston Mass. 
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RSHIP SERVICES 
EGINNERS 

Flora E. Breck. W. 
pp. $1.50. 
his book offers 
erials for 


AND PROGRAM FOR 


A. Wilde Company. 


a great variety 
teachers in our 


of happy and useful 
Sunday Schools, with 
ticular emphasis being centered on worship services 
| special programs. From the character of materials 


sented and suggested it would seem that the author 


had in mind teachers of primary children as well, 
vy of the themes and dramatizations being, perhaps. 
ter su'ted to children six to nine years old, than to 
se ol a younger age. 

he contents are divided into five parts, GENERAL 
IRSHIP SERVICE SUGGESTIONS; ORDERS OF- 
tVICE FOR VARIOUS CHURCH SCHOOL TOPICS: 
ANS, PLAYS, WORSHIP SERVICES FOR SPECIAL 
URCH SCHOOL DAYS; POEMS, DIALOGUES, 
ERCISES, PLAYS; and THE USE OF HYMNS IN 
ARSHIP. 


ne commendable feature of the book is the inclusion 
much recommended material including twenty pages 
appropriate hymns in their musical setting. This 
es the reader the opportunity to have what is needed 
one’s right hand, without the bother of necessity of 
rching far and wide for the poem, dialogue, play, 
hymn most fitted for the theme being presented.— 
im W. McKelvey. 


tYBOSSET BRIDGE 

Arthur E. Wilson. $3.50. 

fere is an Intensely interesting siory of the found- 
' and early years of Providence, R. I. Weybdosset 
dge spans the Providence River in the heart of the 
y and was a dividing line, geographically and theo- 
ically. It separated two concepts of freedom. This 
ry covers the period from 1700 to 1790. 

-rovidence was founded and deeply influenced during 
early years by men who were intent upon working 
- a new idea of freedom. The church had tied itself 
the state. Here was man’s effort to liberate the soul 
- direct intercourse with his Maker. Sometimes the 
thusiasms took a qeer turn. Liberty was yariously 
erpreted as one early leader expressed it—‘all 
milists, Anabaptists’” and other enthusiasts shall have 
e liberty to keep away from-us! Here in Providence 
vn Baptists, Quakers, established church and Con- 
szationalists struggled for the souls of men primarily, 
t sometimes struggled against each other and for 
istery in the community. The struggle was not along 
nominational lines but established and free church, 
» use of the sacraments, the nature of membership 
d the nature of church government. ‘In the early 
ys," says the author, “there were no high powered 
ecutives in metropolitan offices to remind their con- 
tuents that it was important to be a certain kind of 
Christian.” 

Across the pages of the narrative move the most 
portant characters of early church history in the 
‘ited States—Increase and Cotton Mather, John and 
siah Cotton, Johnathan Edwards, George Whitfield 
d many others. ‘People craved without knowing it 
r something deeper and more satisfying than the 
ager existence of securing rooftree and provender.” 
cause the great awakening failed to provide spiritual 
s+hniques for a new life, it spent itself in excesses of 
lotion and controversy. 

The author of this fine narrative based on the per- 
nalities which so shaped American Church history, is 
stor of Beneficent (Old Round Top) Congregational 
urch which has stood near Weybosset Bridge for 
er two hundred years.—C. F. Banning. 


Pilgrim Press. 
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GO 


-PULPIT- ‘CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 


DOCTORS 
MASTERS 


Announce your services by means of our 
Sermon Subject Cards, our 1948 Calendar, 
or either our four or six page Litho Folders. 


WRITE FOR FREE SAMPLES 
Church Bulletins a Specialty—50e per 100 


The WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 


CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


UR neon 


Communion Tables -Pulpits-Chairs 


| Altars - Lecterns - Baptismal Fonts 


Send for Illustrated Catalogues 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. C SCRANTON 2, PENNA. 


48  Yndividual 

THE SANITARY” dni: CUPS 

CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 

Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in cemmunion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnut in 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Is rl 


Circular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION. SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 
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CLARKS — UNITKPE 
BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
AND BULLETIN BOARD LETTERS 

<=> 


ILLUMINATED CROSSES 
ART BRONZE TABLETS 
CHURCH MARKERS 


MEMORIAL &GIFT PLATES 


W L. CLARK COMPANY, Inc 


52 LAFAYETTE ST. Mfrs, Est. 1914 NEW YORK 13 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


@You Can Print 


be, s 

f -*\_ Your Own Bulletins 

<\@ \: x Church calendars, letters to mem- 

q bers, cards, notices, programs, etc. Do 

he LE them yourself at cost of paper and 

mt Ne ink alone. We have outfitted thou- 

IN 4’ sands of churches. Send dime for 
NEY 


press.samples, supply book, all details 
and special advice on your needs. No. 
obligation. 

KELSEY, INC., #H-32, Meriden, Conn. 


A serviceable combination 
envelope holder that will 
harmonize with most church 
pews. Black and gold poly- 
chrome, takes 234-inch en- 
velope. 


$20.00 ren nunonen : : j 
THE JUDSON PRESS a | 


Dept. 401 -- 1703 Chestnut St., PHILADELPHIA 


Church Hindows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 
; Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, i 


and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings - Ornaments 
and Supplies 


Cataleg Free on request 


THE C. E. WARD CO. 
New London, Ohio 


Pipe Organs 


AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 
HARTFORD, CONN. 
INQUIRIES WELCOMED 
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Wlid- Week Suggestions 


I. My King, and My God 


Organ: “Ave Maria’—Schubert. 

Call to Worship: “My son, attend to m 
words: incline thine ear unto my sayings.” 

Hymn: “Workmen of God, O Lose no 
Heat. 

Psalm: 87, responsively. 

Hymn: “Rise up, O Men of God.” 

Scripture: Luke 3, and 5:1-8. Acts 18:23-28 
19:1-6. 

Hymn: “Soldiers of Christ, Arise.” 

Meditation: We hear often the phrase, “we havi 
so little time,” and it is no longer concerned alon 
with the multitude of small household duties of thi 
wife and mother in the average home; nor with thi 
business administrator of a complex industrial or 
ganization; nor with the pastor of an average churcl 
upon whom all duties from collecting money to pai 
bills to healing the souls of the members devolves 
nor with leaders in any one field. 

When we hear the phrase, “we have so littk 
time,’’ in these days, it has reference to the politica 
atmosphere of the world of nations. We may wel 
wonder with the soldier who asks, ‘““What are the 
fixen’ to do?” Small wonder, when we listen anc 
read the reports of the accusations, lack of trust 
plans for destructive weapons beyond the imaginatior 
of man. < 

Yet, all this is outside and apart from the rea 
and vital meaning of the phrase, “We have so little 
time!” which is actually important only as it re 
lates to man’s accomplishment for God. Jesus, wh 
came to earth to live among men, to teach men oO} 
God the Father, lived only 33 years upon this earth 
yet his accomplishments for the good of man out 
shone those of all other men. He came to show u: 
the Way, to lay out the pattern for us to follow 
When he went away, he sent a guide who woulk 
never fail those who called upon His help. “We 
have so little time’ to make up our minds to re 
locate our bearings, to set out upon the Way 
charted for us. God Almighty charts the course o: 
this world of affairs; the way to make use of th 
time allotted to us is to resign ourselves to Hi 
Will, to act as His hands; His stewards, His Unitec 
Nations representatives, His messengers. 

Hymn: “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind,’ 

Reader: Job 38:1-21. 

Hymn: “Wark, Hark, My Soul.” 


Prayer: (Especially for grace to resign ourselves te 
the will of God for each one of us.) : 

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Al 
mighty.” 

Benediction. 

Organ: ‘March Romaine’’—Gownod. 


a 


II. Invitation To Enter 


Organ: “Meditation” —Richardson. 
Call to Worship: “Unto Thee, O Jehovah 
do I lift up my soul. O my God, in Thee hav. 
trusted.” ; = 
Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation.” — 


The Exposito 


~ 


Psalm: 100, responsively. 

Hymn: ‘Awake, My Soul.” 

Scripture: Matt. 3:13-17; John 3:1-13. 1 Cor. 
aD. 

Hymn: “Jesus, Thou Divine Companion.” 
Meditation: Our last Scripture reading presents 
all a welcome picture, a door, with the invita- 
a to enter. A heart-warming, comforting feeling 
every listener. Doors are made to be entered! 
t, when we think in a sober, practical manner 
ut “doors”, not all are open to us to enter, as 
are moved to turn the knobs. Some are locked, 
: only by keys, but are locked by more formid- 
e barriers. We are not wanted on the other side 
the door. While there may be no actual sign, 
eep out,” we know it is there as plainly and 
idly as if we could see it. 

When we review the whole picture of places 
ere most of us are welcome, somehow we are 
ced to admit that they have to do with the 
sus Christ, and His teachings among men; Chris- 
mn homes, schools, places of healing, the Sunday 
1001, and above all the Church,—all are “doors” 
it have come into being because followers of Jesus 
fist have taken Him at His word, spread His 
chings not only by word of mouth, through read- 
¥ matter, but through living His words, and thus 
ating countless ‘“‘doors’’ where we are invited ‘‘to 
fet in.” : 

“The invitation to enter’’ is a permanent invitation 
any believer in Jesus Christ; it has no time limit, 
hough it is urgent, because He is waiting for us. 
is our one great invitation in all life-time; none 
eater will come our way. Thousands of men and 
ymen became greatly excited recently over invita- 
ns to the wedding of Princess Elizabeth; yet, they 
ink iittle of the invitation issued by the Creator 
oe the God of life and death, of salvation — 


Hymn: “There's a Wideness in God's 
ercy.” 

Prayer: (Especially for grace to see beyond the 
ifts of God, to the Giver; for grace to accept the 
vitation to “enter in” to the fellowship of God.) 
Hymn: “Lord God of Hosts.” 

Benediction. 

Organ: “Temple March’—Lyon. 


I. One Thing Or Another 


Organ: “Melody’—Tschaikowsky. 

Call to Worship: “And Samuel took a stone 
id set it between Mizpah and Shen, saying, 
itherto hath the Lord helped us.” 

Hymn: “Awake, My Soul...” 

Psalm: 2 and 3, responsively. 

Hymn: ‘How Firm a Foundation.” 
Scripture: Luke 10:1-20. 

Hymn: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.” 
Meditation: A local news reporter opens his five- 
inute report with the words, “Something is hap- 
ning every minute,” from which announcement he 
unches into accounts of local, national, and inter- 
tional happenings. It reminds one of the story of 
seph Parker, the famous English pastor of City 
emple, who read the text, 


“Zelophehad had no 
ns, only daughters .. ”’ (Numbers 26:33) - and 


january, L948 


GOWNS 
for the 
PULPIT and CHOIR 


Cotrell and Leonard, Inc. 
Established 1832 


Albany, N. Y. 


Dependable Service 


485 Broadway 


Quality Materials, 


Liste). CHURCH BULLETINS - HONOR ROLLS 


Send for FREE Catalog con- 
taining illustrations and prices 
of the various types of bulle- 
tins made by us. A post card 
will do! Please mention name 
of your church. 


ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Ashtabula, Ohio 


Dept. E 


Use Standard's two-color 
Sunday-by-Sunday Church Bulletin 
“Service during 1948. Low cost, beauti- 
ful, featuring Bible Art pictures. All 52 
bulletins shown in folder sent FREE. 


THE STANDARD PUB. CO., CINCINNATI 10 


Choir and Pulpit 
GOWNS 


hr : 
Fine materials, beautiful # Hi tH \\ 
work, pleasingly low prices. WANA i 
Catalog, samples on request. { Y a 
State your needs, name of (Wf a LA 
Church. DeMoulin Bros. rh: 
& Co. 1153 S. 4th Street, y 


Greenville, Illinois. 


=~ 
FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


WRITE FOR LITERATURE 


DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED 


E EXCLUSIVELY BY 


THE MONROE COMPANY, INC. & 
JO CHURCH ST: COLFAX; IOWA 


To take away life is a power which the vilest of 
the earth have in common; to give it belongs to 
gods and kings alone.—Metastasto. 
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MivTrTe BOOZE S 


For Missionary and Special Offerings 
These boxes are so constructed that 
the money cannot be removed with- 
out destroying the box. 


EDWARDS FOLDING BOX CO. 


Mfrs. of Folding Paper Boxes 
of all kinds 


25 N. Sixth St., Philadelphia 


Sample of various styles sent on 
receipt of 25 cents upon request. 
EU iis ciate PATER One Siege Free. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS a 


Pulpit Hangings - Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers - Communion Linens 
Embroideries - Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


Marking 111 years of service 
to the church and clergy 1948 


cox SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


CHURCH BULLETINS————— BULLETINS 


Scriptural —- Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 
Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
LOUISVILLE 12, KY. 


Established 1 873 


SCHAN T Z 
Organ Company 
ORRVILLE, OHIO 


i) Member Associated Organbuilders of America | 


Complete Selection of Crosses, Candelabras, 
Vases, Candlesticks and other Brassware 
NOW AVAILABLE 
Write for Catalogue and Price List 


J. P. REDINGTON & CO., Dept. 800, Scranton 2, Pa. 


497 BUSY PASTORS ASSISTED 49 


SPECIAL SERMONS: A secretarial service bureau 
in the preparation of Speeches, Discourses, Articles, 
Treatises to definite requirements - Moderate rates - 
Experience over 25 years - No duplicates sold. 


AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAU 
616 Fifth Avenue New York City 


started his sermon by adding, “If you haven't 
thing you have another.” 

The answer to this obviously true situation i 
appraise correctly what we do have, learn to m 
use of it, and cultivate a sense of gratitude, g 
enough to pervade all our work, living all our « 
tacts and resources. Our papers are filled 1 
stories of people who have “‘one thing or anotk 
presenting handicaps, discouragements, or the « 
trary unheard of winning on “break the bank” 
programs. The key to maintaining our spi 
balance lies in recognizing whether we have ~ 
thing’ or whether we have “another”, and sh 
our course accordingly, keeping in mind that (¢ 
the Father grants us grace sufficient to carry 
burden, or absorb any winnings, that may come 
way. Our task is to lay hold of this supply 
grace, with gratitude in our hearts. 

Hymn: “Light of the Anxious Heart.” 

Prayer: (Especially for grace to lay our probl 
and good fortune at the feet of Him who came 
earth to give His all for our redemption.) 


Hymn: ‘Ancient of Days.” 
Benediction. 


Organ: ‘Military March” —Rossinz. 


Pretty Straight Thinking 


James E. McCarthy, dean of the College of Cc 
merce at Notre Dame University, has earned a re 
tation for sound thinking in a field where there 1 
and is over-much wishbone philosophy. Si 
economics is not an exact science, it opens wide : 
door to the innovators and do-gooders who hi 
their own irresponsible theories to exploit. 

Dean McCarthy, contrariwise, however, in a rec 
address expressed what might be the epitome of fi 
damental American economics. He pointed out t 
in this country at least government was not crea’ 
to organize the daily life of its citizens, but that 
is man’s creature, instituted by him for “the pres 
vation of his rights.” This is a thought, he sa 
that needed to be repeated again and again, addir 

“We must tell our people of the desperate fin: 
cial dilemma we are in because of the Governmer 
continued profligacy; and that because of this p 
fligacy, we must reconcile ourselves to giving a lai 
share of our income to the Government for ye 
to come. 

“We must realize that government does not cre 
income, as you and I do—that is—by produci 
goods and services. Government can get its incot 
only by taking it from its citizens—from you a 
me. And, in this connection, we must remind ¢ 
people that the only thing the so-called liberals ha 
to be liberal with, is the wages and profits earn 
by others. What else is there to divide ?”—Editori 
Buffalo Evening News. 


Christ hath not bought thee so dear, 
to trust thee with thyself any more. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL BEAUTY AND DISTINCTIVE QUALITY 
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(Continued from page 10) 


Prayer 


the evil one,”’ can become a big aid in the drift, 
the abandon to vice, which saps the spiritual 


power of many people 


Finally, as NOUY 


writes, “Self masstery can come because we are 
free in conscience and free to choose. “Man 
can henceforth choose either obeying the orders 
of the flesh, and consequently of rejoining his 
animal ancestors by regressing, or of struggling 
against these impulsions, these animal instincts 
and affirming the dignity he won when he ac- 
quired the last highest liberty. 

If he chooses to play the part of man, at the 
price of physical suffering and privation, he 
leaves the animal behind, he progresses as 
man, he continues in the moral plane and is 
on the road to the Spiritual plane’ (NOUL 


Humany Destiny.) 
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CHOIR AND PULPIT 


Select Moore Gowns for an in- 
spiringly beautiful appearance 
for years to come. Styles for 
adult, intermediate and junior 
choirs in many beautiful mate- 
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for Budget Payment Plan. 
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